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SHORT  DEFENCE 

O  F    T  H  E 

Present  Men  and  present  Measures, 


My  Dear.  Friend, 

YOU  requeued  at  parting,  a  particular  account 
of  tlie  State  of  Parties  and  Politics  in  the 
Metropolis;  I  haflen  to  obey  your  inllruBions.— 
As  ufual.  Pamphlets  and  Profe  run  mad,  are  daily 
darting  up  againft  the  Adminiflration.  The  late 
political  labours  of  that  great  luminary,  Mr  Ed- 
mund Burke,  have  provoked  the  tribe  of  diurnal 
fcribes  and  declaimers  to  dip  the  pen  in  gall ;  and 
the  democratic  prints  take  more  than  common 
pains  to  blazon  the  pages  of  their  favourite  clafs, 
by  numerous  quotations  and  detailed  eulogies. 

B  I  know 
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I  know  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  patient  reading 
at  a  period  over-run  with  fcribblers,  as  ^gypt  was 
with  flies  and  locufls. — For,  as  an  excellent  Au- 
thor obferved — that  worft  vermin  of  fmall  authors 
has  given  the  world  fuch  a  furfeit,  that  inftead  of 
defiring  to  write,  a  man  would  be  more  inclined  to 
wifh,  for  his  own  cafe,  that  he  could  not  read. — 
But  there  are  fome  things  that  do  fo  provoke  in« 
dignation,  that  our  reafon  can  make  no  refiftance : 

and  when  madmen,  in  extremes,  combine  to 

affix  foul  imputations  on  the  men  in  the  nation 
who  deferve  the  belt  charafters,  and  highefl  public 
ellimation,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  break  loofe  from 
determined  filence,  and  to  expofe  thofe  who 
would  pafs  their  falfe  weights  upon  us  for  fter- 
ling  quality. 

I  write  not  from  refentment  to  thofe  writers  ;— 
I  owe  them  no  perfonal  ill-will: — I  know  them 
not,  but  by  their  principles.  You  may  then  fup- 
pofe  my  remarks  fmcere ;  and  for  that  reafon  ex- 
peft  to  be  kindly  received.  Whether  my  Obfer- 
vations  may  have  power  enough  to  convince,  de- 
pends upon  the  rcafons  of  which  you  are  to  judge; 
and  upon  a  difpofition  of  mind  (difficult  to  be 
found  in  the  prefent  day)  to  be  perfuaded  by  truth 
wherever  it  appears. 

la 


(    3    ) 

In  time  of  danger,  when  bufy,  fplenetic  men  are 
fpreading  abroad  their  gloomy  apprehenfions,  and 
labouring  by  every  art  of  mifreprefentation,  to 
prove  us  reduced  in  ability  and  finances,  none 
Ihould  refufe  the  aid  of  their  pen  for  the  public 
good.  From  an  imperfeft  fketch,  fome  more  able 
pen  may  be  induced  to  enter  upon  a  Mork  better 
adapted  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft.  There 
is  no  one  of  fo  little  confequence  in  life,  but  that 
he  may  contribute  a  Ihare  to  the  advantage  of  the 

Society  he  lives  in. As  long  as  Faflion  will  be 

fecretly  at  work  to  mifreprefcnt  and  miflead,  lo 
long  will  it  be  the  duty  of  every  well-meaoing  in- 
dividual to  endeavour  to  expofe  their  views,  in  or- 
der to  undeceive  the  public,  and  lead  them  into 
the  ways  of  truth. 

Four  or  five  angry  partizans  of  modern  revolu- 
tionary doflrines,  have  brandidied  their  envenomed 
goofe  quills  againfl;  the  Burke.  There  is  in 
fome  of  them  much  laboured  compofition  and 
falfe  brilliancy  of  diftion,  to  fwell  the  farrago  of 
ill-founded  abufe  againft  his  Majefty's  Minillers. 
The  tone  of  inveQive  and  fcurrility  merits  not  the 
trouble  of  refutation  or  ftrifture  ;  but  the  conti- 
nuance of  political  le£lures  and  fecret  aflbciations, 
among  a  boifterous  jew,  has  fuch  broad  fymp- 
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toins  of  difaffeftion,  that,  upon  the  firft  reflection, 
while  our  thoughts  are  v.arm  on  the  fubje£t  of  our 
public  danger  from  the  foreign  enemy,  it  would 
almoft  perfuade  us,  to  put  them  out  of  the  protec- 
tion of  our  good-nature,  and  to  think  that  the 
charitable  indulgence  which  our  compaffion  for 
other  men's  foibles  cannot  eafily  deny,  feems  not 
only  to  be  forfeited,  by  the  bad  appearances  that 
are  againft  them,  but  even  becomes  a  crime  when  it 
is  fo  mifapplied.  It  would  appear  that  through 
every  change  of  time  and  circumflances,  the  mif- 
chievous  perverfenefs  of  fome  men  mud  {land  ir^ 
eternal  oppofition  to  the  general  good; 

It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  involve  the  whole 
of  what  are  called  Oppofitionifts,  in  the  guilt  of  ^ 
few  ;  becaufe  in  every  Seffion,  nay  in  every  month 
of  each  SeOion  of  Parliament,  we  fee  men  reco-. 
vcring  from  the  delirium  of  party;  upon  fecond 
and  cooler  thoughts  of  the  public  weal,  acquiefcing 
and  joining  in  the  meafures  of  the  Minifter;  and 
abandoning,  with  a  virtuous  tergiverfation,  thofe 
whofe  fixed  refolution  feems  diretled  again  ft  the 
cllablifhed  Government.  The  principle  of  pru- 
dential as  well  as  Chriftian  charity,  muft  impel 
every  man  to  ufe  the  means  of  reclaiming  fuch  as 
are  not  irremediably  contumacious.     Even  fuch 

muft 
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iiiufl  be  borne  with,  as  far  as  confills  with  the  pub- 
lic fecurity.  There  may  be,  among  political  zea- 
lot;:, fome  who,  through  miftaken  zeal,  mean  well. 
In  fuch  cafe  we  muft  exert  good  nature  enough  to 
lament  tlieir  falfe  zeal,  as  a  difeafe  that  has  feized 
upon  the  mind,  very  troublefome  indeed  as  well 
as  dangerous  by  the  confequences  it  may  produce. 

The  reafonable  palTion  for  liberty  can  no  more 
be  reftrained,  than  the  wild  unreafonable  parfuit  of 
it  can  be  entirely  fupprefied.  They  who  would 
take  away  a  rational  well-regulated  fyflem  of  Li- 
berty from  a  people  poirefTed  of  it,  whether  by 
open  force,  or  fecret  machinations  of  difcontenf, 
vnuft  ever  fail  in  the  attempt,  from  the  univcrfal 
oppofition  to  fuch  an  attack  upon  what  men  hold 
jiioft  dear. 

Theflyleof  animadverfion  is,  I  know,  generally 
unwelcome,  and  cannot  eafily  find  credit : — But  I 
ftill  fuppofe  you  are  not  fo  far  gone  in  your  revo- 
lutionary doftrines,  but  that  you  will  hear  fair  de- 
monflration.  I  fhall  therefore,  without  difcou- 
ragement,  becaufe  I  judge  you  open  to  conviftion, 
offer  to  your  confideration  two  things. 
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The  firft  is— 

^he  caufe  you  have  to  fufpeSi  the  lariters 
in  favour  of  French  Revolution,  the  Abettors 
of  French  Principles,  and  of  the  Writers  in 
favour  of  the  Revolution^, 

The  fecond  is — - 

The  duty  incumbent  upon  you,  as  an  EnglifJj- 
man,  in  Chrifliayiity  and  Prudence,  not  to 
hazard  the  public  fecurity,  aiid  private  do- 
Tnefiic  profperity — either  hy  a  difire  of  Inno- 
•vation  in  the  Government,  or  by  a  chan^^e  of 
ibi  Adminijiration, 

In  treating  thofe  important  points,  I  {hall,  of 
courfe,  fubmit  to  your  candid  difcernment,  fre- 
quent curfory  obfcrvations  on  recent  publications, 
which  appear  meant  to  agitate  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  the  people ;  and  by  an  artful  fpecies  of 
fophiftry,  to  overthrow  the  falutary  efFefts  of  the 
negociations,  which  his  Majefty's  Minifters  have 
fo  laudably  fought  and  ftrenuoufly  purfue.  My 
remarks,  1  truft,  may  not  be  the  lefs  welcome, 
coming  from  a  friendly  hand — from  one,  whofe 
regards  for  you  are  not  IcfTened  by  difference  of 
opinion  refpefling  certain  meafures ;  for,  as  you 
profefs,  I  difregard  men — I  look  folcly  to  mea- 
fures. 
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fures,  and  apportion  my  efteem  and  fupport  to  the 
degree  of  confiftency,  integrity,  and  virtuous  firm- 
nels  I  difcover  in  the  Members  of  his  Majefty's 
councils:  nor  will  I  let  my  thoughts  at  an  arduous 
crifis  of  threatened  Invafion,  be  fo  confined  to  this 
or  that  body  of  men,  as  to  impede  that  charity, 
good  will,  and  unifon  of  fentiment  and  aQion, 
which  are,  at  this  time,  more  than  all  other  argu- 
ments, become  effential  to  preferve  us  from 
danger. 

To  you  who  know  me,  I  need  not  repeat  that  I 
am  a  friend  to  liberty — that  I  am  a  friend  to  tem- 
perate reform  j — becaufe  you  have  often  heard  me 
rejoice  at  the  difpofition  evinced  by  Minifters,  to 
proceed,  in  due  feafon,  in  a  prudential  line  of  re- 
formation— to  amend  where  abufcs  had  crept  in; 
but  not  with  the  hurry  or  precipitation  which  the 
intemperate  levellers  of  the  time  would  have  urged 
and  forced  upon  them. 

I  am  neither  furprifed  or  provoked  to  fee  that, 
in  the  condition  the  partizans  of  Oppofition  are 
reduced  to — in  the  low  circumftances  of  popular 
notice  and  fupport  into  which  they  are  fallen,  they 
fiiould  be  defirous  that  the  Eruflations  of  the 
Scribes  be,  at  this  period,  largely  vomited  out 
againft  the  prefent  Minifters  and  meafures,     Men 
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who  are  fore  from  the  lafli  of  merited  reprehenfion  5 
and  who  have  called  up  the  pen  of  The  Burke, 
to  put  them  down  with  ignominy,  will  run  to  the 
nearefl:  apparent  remedy  with  too  much  hafte  to 
con  fide r  all  the  confequenccs :  Grains  of  allow- 
ance are  to  be  made  for  abufive  pages,  and  pe- 
riods fraught  with  acrimony  in  lieu  of  argument; 
becaufe  difappointment  and  defpair  work  great  in- 
fluence on  the  pafllons.  Certain  Chiefs  of  party, 
flill  fmarting  under  the  fufFerings  ihey  provoked, 
■will  hardly  take  time  from  the  kecnnefs  of  anguifh, 
to  examine  withcalmnefs  or  reafonable  prudence: 
and  no  arguments,  however  forcible,  nay  where 
even  the  public  fafety  is  at  ftake,  can  gain  a  fair 
audience  from  the  mind,  till  the  fmart  is  fomewhat 
allayed. 


What  a  depth  of  fanciful  paradox  is  that  with 
which  the  writer  of  Utrum  Horiim  fets  out  ?  Mount- 
ed on  the  favourite  hohhy  of  OppoHtion,  he  roundly 
afferts — The  duration  ofLhe  War  is  ruin.  Peace  alone 
canjave  us. 

This  writer,  however,  is  met  in  his  outfet  by 
truth :  His  Majefty's  Minifters  have  opened  the 
avenue  to  Negociation,  and  are  eager  to  embrace 

Peace 
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Peace,  if  attainable,  on  folid,  permanent,  and 
honourable  terms.  Here  then,  the  writer,  find- 
ing his  retreat  cut  off,  courageoufly  faces  about, 
and,  in  a  pang  of  defperation,  afTcrts,  as  the  Ne 
plus  ultra  of  party,  that,  the  hejl  peace  xvhich  can  hi 
rationally  expeBci  Jrom  the  ^rcfent  Minijlry,  would 
be  a  greater  calamity,  than  even  a  continuance  of  the 
War. — What  inconfillency  will  men  fly  to  in  a 
paroxyfm  of  defperation  ? — Rifum  teneatis !  Add 
but  a  (hort  line,  and  I  will  admit  the  lalt  propo- 
fition  as  pofitive  truth — it  will  then  run  thus,  and 
forely  is  it  felt — The  bejl  Peace  which  can  be  rationally 
expcBeiJrom  the  prefent  Minijlry,  zuould  he  a  gf eater 
calamity  to  us  of  the  opposition,  than  even 
a  continuance  of  the  War.  Here  would  be  a  propo- 
fition  in  ftrift  truth  and  feeling  ;  here  indeed  we 
read  the  expreffion  of  the  heart. 

The  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  paradoxical 
llourifh  is,  that,  '•  if  Peace  fhould  take  place,  the 
outs  and  out-expeHants  are  undone  for  ever,"  The 
Minifter,  who,  "  in  the  piping  times  of  peace/ 
made  the  Britifh  Commerce  and  the  Britifli  name 
flourilh  to  a  degree  of  profpcrity  unprecedented 
in  the  annals  of  the  world, — if  he  Ihould  bring 
the  War  to  a  conclufion — why  then — oh  then! 

Fii/e,  longum  Vale  ! — 
Farewell,     a  long   farewell  to  all  our   expefled 
greatnefs ! 

C  This 
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This  is  the  plain  Englifli  of  this  bloated  phra- 
feology  ;  and  to  comment  further  on  fuch  a  pal- 
pable contradiftinQion  of  terms,  would  be  an  infuK 
to  the  moft  common  underftanding. 

There  are  among  the  diurnal  and  other  writers, 
many  of  great  merit,  abilities,  and  induftry  :  but 
we  may  fuppofe  there  are  fome,  who,  having  fall- 
en under  temptation  of  future  benefit,  are  in  fome 
degree  engaged  to  continue  the  ungracious  tcnour 
of  their  way;  and,  at  all  rifks,  to  dafli  through 
thick  and  thin  at  Miniflers,  by  the  awe  they  are  in 
of  being  othcrwife  disfavoured.  The  labours,  the 
perfuafions,  (we  will  not  talk  of  correal  argument) 
of  fuch  men  mufl  fure  have  the  lefs  force;  as  fo- 
phiflry,  however  fpecious,  is  to  be  fufpe£led,  com- 
ing from  thofe  who  have  mortgaged  themfelves  to 
fevere  creditors,  that  expeft  a  rigorous  obfervancc 
of  the  contraQ,  let  it  be  ever  fo  humiliating. 

If  there  fhould  be  any  who  by  the  load  of  ob- 
loquy againll  government,  labouring  by  minute 
finelTe  and  diftinftion,  to  feparate  the  Country  from 
tlie  Govcrnmtnt,  have  been  bowed  down  implicitly 
to  comply  with  the  orders  of  party ; — If  there 
fhould  be  any  who,  by  the  weight  of  political 
guilt,  have  drawn  upon  themfelves  the  neceffity 
of  an  entire  refignation  of  their  talents  and  their 
will :  fuch  men,  let  them  write  ever  fo  ably  or 
Yoluminoufly,  are  to  be  lamented,  but  not  to  be 

believed. 
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believed.  Nay,  as  there  is  a  monitor  that  will 
fpeak  in  the  hour  of  fober  refleftion,  they  them- 
felves,  when  they  have  difcharged  the  unwelcome 
tafk,  mufl  be  inwardly  glad  that  their  forced  endea- 
vours fhould  fail  of  influei>ce  and  effeft  upon  the 
people;  they  mufl  be  pleafed  when  a  difcerning 
public  refills  and  fpurns  infinuations  and  doflrines, 
which  are  often  far  from  voluntary,  but  are 
fqueezed  out  of  them  by  the  weight  of  obligation 
or  expeftancy. 

Men  plainly  under  engagements  to  one  fide, 
mull  expeft  their  arguments,  their  attacks  on  the 
other,  to  be  received  accordingly; — their  fair 
pretences  at  free  difcuflion  are  to  be  eflimated  as 
part  of  their  engagement,  which  allows  them  a  la- 
titude and  difpenfation  to  deviate  from  llri£l  truth, 
when  it  may  bring  a  prejudice  or  obltru£lion  upon 
the  fervice  and  plans  of  thofe  by  whom  they  are 
employed;  If  fuch  fhould  appear  to  be  the  in- 
Ilruments  of  the  party,  I  leave  you,  my  friend, 
to  judge  whether  their  labours  do  not  afford  much 
matter  of  fufpicion  and  doubt  againll  them.  No 
fharpnefs  is  to  be  mingled,  where  healing  only  is 
intended. — In  expofing  particular  men  of  Admi- 
riftration,  however  flrong  the  temptation  and  prof- 
pe6l  to  the  libellers,  the  public  muft  judge  of  the 
proofs  on  which  the  denunciation  is  built. 

Ca  It 
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It  would  be  unworthy  the  ferioufnefs  of  argu- 
inent  to  dwell  upon  the  numerous  pages  of  in- 
vcBive  heaped  upon  inveftive,  againft  individual 
Mr.  Pitt. — He  has  been  Minifler  for  a  feries  of 
years,  with  the  approbation,  the  admiration  of  all 
true  Britons,  and  of  furrounding  nations : — He  is 
likely,  bv  his  abilities,  unfullied  integrity,  and 
comprehcnfive  difcernment  of  the  true  intereti  of 
King  and  People,  to  continue  Prime  Minifler  for 
years  to  come;  and,  I  truft,  for  the  happinefs  of 
the  Empire. — Here  is  the  rub — there  the  galled 
jade  winces — 'tis  for  this  that  the  Scribes  are  em- 
ployed in  preaching  anger,  vengeance,  a  grand 
aB  of  jujlice,  and  other  fuch  farrago. — But  may  it 
not,  without  injuflice,  be  fufpeQed  that  fo  much 
of  unqualified  reprehenfion,  fo  plainly  out  of  fea- 
fon,  fprings  rather  from  difappointment  than  mif- 
take ;  and  that  thofe  who  a8;  this  choleric  part, 
do  not  believe  themfelves;  but  only  purfue  higher 
direclions,  and  endeavour  to  make  good  that  part 
of  their  contract  which  obliges  them,  under  for- 
feiture, to  make  ufe  of  their  inflaming  goofe-quilli 
and  level  the  whole  artillery  of  calumnious  infi- 
nuations  on  the  component  Members  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Councils  ?  They  might  apprehend  their 
wages  or  expe£lancies  would  be  retrenched,  if 
they  were  more  moderate  ;  and,  therefore,  while 

violence 
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violence  is  their  intereft,  tliofe  who  have  not  the 
fame  arguments,  have  no  reafon  to  follow  fuch 
partial  example. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  thofe  writers 
through  all  their  fonorous  emptinefs :  'Tis  difficult 
to  follow  where  method,  argument,  and  illuftra- 
tion  are  fought  for  in  vain ;  where  all  is  in  the 
ufual  cant  of  voluble  inveftive;  and  where  the 
intemperate  fallies  of  an  impetuous  zeal  expofe 
the  cloven  foot  in  every  page,  by  plainly  avowing 
that  it  is  not  the  calm  and  difpaffionate  contem- 
plation of  the  general  fituation  of  the  empire,  that 
engages  their  attention. — The  concern,  the  la- 
bours, the  declamation,  the  leflures,  are  all 
aimed  at  "  the  overthrow  of  the  prefent  Admi- 
f«  nillration." 

HIC    LABOR HOC    OPUS    EST. 

Perifh  the  government — perifli  domeftic  comforts 
and  profperity — come  Invafion  and  rifk  of  utmoft 
horrors — provided  the  Oppofition  can  get  into 
power,  and  carry  with  them  the  hoft  of  the  Thel- 
walls,  &.C.  to  faddle  upon  the  nation. 


It  mud  be  confeft,  that  the  partizans  of  faQion, 
in  an  arbitrary  and  Itrange  manner  labour  to  fink 
the  character  of  Britons  to  their  fliallow  concep- 
tions ^nd  humours  :  Without  the  leaft  fhadow  of 

authority 
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aulliority  from  reafon  or  faQs,  they  aim  to  fetter 
the  undcrflanding  of  the  people  of  England, 
to  withhold  the  freedom  of  fair  obfervation  and 
refleftion  on  the  circumftanccs  of  the  moment; 
and  the  confequent,  imperious,  happy  change  in 
our  relative  political  fituation. 

"While  the  reprefentative  body,  yet  warm  as  it 
v?ere,  from  the  inftruflions  and  free  votes  of  their 
Conllituents,  are  expreffing  their  acknowledg- 
ments, the  fmcerity  of  their  feelings  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  paternal  attention  to  the  welfare  of  his  fub- 
jefts,  in  opening  the  way  to  a  general  pacification, 
the  retainers  to  a  dwindled  party,  arrogate.'to  them- 
selves the  office  of  public  declaimers, 

Jn  triviis  damantfS — pejiem  patrii?  ncfaru  molientts. 

Cjcero  de  Catalina. 
and  pretend  to  reduce  the  gopd  fenfe,  the  honed 
opinions  of  Engliflimen,  to  a  fervile  dependence 
on  their  whims,  and  capricious  inveftivcs  upon 
bis  Majelly's  government.  Men  accuflomed  to 
an  unlimited  abufe  of  "  thofe  who  have  the  rule 
over  us,"  make  no  fcruple  of  pronouncing  per- 
emptorily upon  matters  they  but  flightly  examine. 
Whoever  ferioufly  refleftson  the  infinuations  level- 
led at  the  Houfe  of  Parliament  in  the  paroxyfm  of 
intemperance  and  temerity,  which  fills  many  pa- 
wes  of  the  late  heterogeneous  compilations,  muft 
he  fully  convinced  that  fuch  overbearing  attacks 

on 
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en  ihe  Reprefentative  integrity  of  the  country 
fhews  the  honour  and  juftice  of  the  faQion  in  a 
very  unfavourable  light,  and  plainly  demonftrates 
that  the  political  mania  of  innovation,  the  contagion 
of  French  doftrines,  and  prefcnt  defpair  to  their 
views,  have  eaten  them  up. 

Parmit  me  here  to  paufe,  and  to  offer  a  caution 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  fome  men.  If  they 
fedately  confider  the  dangers  of  vilifying  the  grand 
council  of  the  nation,  they  will  find  reafon  to  lay 
the  cen/orial  rod  fmartly  on  themfelves ;  and  re- 
flett  that  the  bell  atonement  they  can  make,  the 
fafeft  courfe  they  can  take,  and  leaft  expofed  to 
hazard  of  the  grievous  calamities  which  follow  the 
French  difeafe,  will  be  to  live  as  fubjefls  born  un- 
der legal  government. — If  men  fpcak,  aQ,  and 
write  in  contempt  of  law  and  government,  why 
fhould  the  governors  proteft  them  who  will  not 
pay  due  honour  to  the  laws,  which  are  in  a  higher 
fenfe,  ihe  fovereign  over  both.  The  deliberations 
and  declared  fenfe  of  the  auguft  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  be  ever  held  facred  ;  and  not  made 
the  fport  df  ludicrous  cenfure  or  party  malevolence. 
The  Poet's  obfervation  is  here  forcible  and  ap- 

pofite 

Eji  ?noJus  in  rdia-,  funt  cert:  cknique  fines. 
The  celebrated  Mr.  Care,  a  ftrenuous  advocate 
for  Britifla  hberties,  had  the  higheft  veneration  for 

the 
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the  decifions  of  Parliament,  and  looked  up  with 
awe  to  that  great  organ  of  public  fentiment,  that 
fovereign  palladium  of  our  Conftitution.  What 
then  would  be  the  indignation  andfurprize  of  that 
able  lawyer  at  this  day,  to  read  over  the  grofs, 
high-flying  rhapfody  of  inve6live  and  ridicule, 
largely  dealt  out  againft  a  BriiiGi  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ?  he  would  certainly  look  about  him,  "  afto- 
nifhed  and  aghaft,"  at  the  audacity  of  the  cenfure. 
I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  this  unpleafant  ground, 
but  conclude,  with  this  remark,  that  as  Parliament  is 
thegreateft  ftrength  of  the  nation,  fo,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  blemifhcs  which  give  fuch  matter  of  objec- 
tion to  party,  I  believe  that  in  Parliament  refls  an 
omnipotence  to  be  exercifcd  on  great  occafions. 
The  virtual  confent  of  the  whole  being  included  in 
their  Reprefentatives,  and  the  King  giving  his 
fanftion  to  the  united  fenfe  of  the  people,  every 
aft  done  by  fuch  authority,  is  an  effeft  of  their 
choice,  and  becomes  an  immediate  part  of  their 
duty. 

This  pifture  fliould  incite  us  to  acknowledge  the 
happinefs  of  our  own  government,  under  which  we 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  reafonable  men  can  de- 
fire,  and  avoid  all  the  miferies  many  others  are 
fubjeft  to;  1  will  add,  that  inRead  of  reviling,  we 
ought  to  cling  to  the  Houfe  of  Parliament,  with  its 
fuppofed  imperfeftions,  rather  than  preach  up  a 

Mobocracy, 
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Mobocracy,  that  fattens  upoti  human  flaughter, 
and  devaftation. 

I  will  not  here  animadvert  on  the  prophetic 
hodings,  or  the  ill-omened  inferences  upon  which 
a  writer  builds  his  dreadful  maxim  of  ddcnda  ejl 
Carthago. — I  fee  no  reafon  why  on  the  event  of 
peace,  "  a  benevolent  policy"  may  not  take  place 
*'  in  both  Countries  to  fmooth  and  harmonize  their 
mutual  interefts."  Why  fliould  the  hellifli  policy 
be  conjured  up  of  planting  an  incurable  hatred  be- 
tween the  two  nations?  Why  may  we  not  antici- 
pate the  wifdom  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration, 
engaged  in  eradicating  the  feeds  and  fources  of  all 
national  antipathy  ;  opening  bright  profpefls  of 
commercial  intercourfe  and  reciprocal  friendfhip, 
and  mutually  eftablifliing  and  adhering  to  the  ge- 
nerous maxim  of  permanent  tranquillity  and  na- 
tional happinefs  ?  Why  may  we  not,  agreeable  to 
the  fuggeftions  of  religion  and  humanity,  indulge 
the  happy  belief  that  the  reftoration  of  peace  will 
be  a  prefage  of  long  bleffings  to  both  countries, 
end  that  all  enmities  and  animofities  may  ceafe  for 
evermore. 

I  forbear  to  comment  at  large  on  the  difclofure 
of  the  confidential  communications  between  cer- 
tain elevated  perfonages,  with  which  a  writer  was 
honoured. — Whether  any  circumftance  of  politi- 
cal difference  can  warrant  fuch  a  deviation  from 
D  the 
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the  line  of  political  tiuft,  I  leave  thofe  concerned 

to  judge.— Egotifm  may  feel  gratified  in   dif- 

playing  a  confequence  at  the  expence  of  propriety, 
and  detail  in  pompous  exhibition  the  means  and 
duration  of  the 

INTERVIEW. 

But  the  noble  and  refpeQable  perfons  concerned 
cannot  be  much  pleafed  to  fee  a  private,  confi- 
dential tranfaQion  thus  incautioufly  dragged  be- 
fore the  public. 

I  will  add  another  ohfervation  on  this  head. — 
Statefmen  have  a  right  to  expeft  the  highefl;  dif- 
cretion  from  thofe  they  employ  ;  and  I  mull  think 
if  the  refpeQable  perfonages  lo  freely  mentioned, 
had  not  placed  fufficient  confidence  in  the  fagacity 
and  fecrecy  of  the  Egotift,  they  would  not  have 
converfed  fo  freely  before  him  on  the  feveral 
points  of  high  importance,  at  "  an  Interview.which 
]a{led  from  ten  o'clock  at  night  until  three  in  the 
morning,  and  afforded  a  remarkable  difplay  of  the 
extraordinary  talents  of  the  parties. 

It  is  too  true,  that  when  a  man  under  the  ha- 
bitual influence  of  party  is  obliged  occafionally  to 
mingle  in  political  difquifition,  he  is  perpetually  io 
danger  of  being  mifled  by  his  own  enthufiafm. 
What  we  call  good  Icnfe,  in  general  life,  conCfts 

chiefl/ 
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chiefly  in  that  temper  of  mind  which  enablesit5 
poffcflbr  to  view,  at  all  times,  with  perfeft  coolnefs 
and  accuracy,  all  the  various  circumftances  that 
crowd  around  him ;  fo  that  each  of  them  may 
produce  its  due  impreffion,  with  but  little  exag- 
geration arifing  from  his  own  peculiar  habits. — 
Political  circumftancesare  to  be  regulated,  not  by 
prolific  fancy,  but  by  fober  reflection  :  otherwife 
our  conduft  and  our  writings  will  have  far  lefs  re- 
ference to  the  real  fituation  of  things,  than  to 
fome  imaginary  fcenes,  drefled  with  all  the  various 
colourings,  and  exertions  of  poetical  fancy,  or 
glowing  with  impalTioned  refearches  of  modern 
philofophy.  In  confequence,  while  we  appear  to 
ourfelves  to  beaming  with  the  mod  perfeft  wifdom 
and  confiftency,  and  difplaying  our  abilities  in  ail 
the  decorations  oi pathos  and  diftion,  we  frequent- 
ly exhibit  to  the  public  all  the  appearance  of  in- 
(Jifcretion. 

At  the  memorable  confidential  Interview,  where 
we  are  told  extraordinary  diligence  and  aflive 
earneftnefs  were  employed  to  bring  the  parties  to- 
gether, it  mud  be  confefTed  that  in  the  endeavour 
to  reclaim  what  was  there  filled  the  egarevicnt  of 
Mr.  Burke,  there  was  a  great  deal  to  forgive — a 
hard  talk  enough  for  the  charity  of  party  fo  pro- 
voked.-^But  the  confident  dignity  of  Mr.  Burke, 
thp  folidity  and  ftrength  of  a  mental  conviflion  of 
D  2  ,  reftitude 
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reBitiide  and  propriety,  cut  off  all  hope  of  being 
reconciled.  As  there  was  much  of  anger  left,  for 
the  dilcuffion  of  other  days — on  the  part  of  Mr- 
Burke  it  only  bi  oke  out  into  a  chriflian  revenge,  by 
throwing  Ihame  and  confufion  of  face  upon  his  op- 
ponent, while  he  painted  with  glowing  pencil  and 
patlietic  zeal,  thofe  revolutionary  horrors,  which 
mankind  have  fince  deplored. 

Mr.  Burke  at  the  celebrated  Inierviizv,  ihewcd  a 
ftomach  torefilt  the  rigorous  dictates  of  party,  the 
hard  impofition  of  yielding  to  a  falfe  point  of  ho- 
nour :  he  wreftled  with  friendfliip  and  prevailed ; 
nor  was  he  afliamed  of  his  feparation  from  thofe  he 
once  revered,  where  juftice  and  found  judgment 
pointed  out  his  line  of  conduft. 

For  this  honourable,  confcientious  tcrgiverfa- 
tion,  Mr,  Burke  is  favoured  with  numerous  de- 
tached complimentary  pages,  by  the  hod  of  party- 
fcribes — 'tis  a  climax  of  compliment :  if  the  moft 
enthufiaRic  rancour  can  be  fo  denominated  :  Mr, 
Burke,  the  faviour  of  our  conditutional  eftablifli- 
ments,  the  champion  of  affailed,  outraged  chrifti- 
anity  ! 

"  Let  me  not  live  but  at  the  very  name 
The  eager  heart  fprings  up  and  leaps  for  joy: 
When  we  forget  the  vafl,  vail  deb(,  we  owe  thee  : 
Forget! — but  'tis  impofTible — then  let  Britons 
Forget  the  ufe  and  privilege  of  reafon,"   &:c. 

But 
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But  Mr.  Burke  ftands  not  in  need  of  any  pane- 
gyric from  my  humble  pen  :  To  the  cahn  retire- 
ment, in  which  he  has  chofen  to  pafs  the  evening 
ot"  life,  the  admiration  of  all  good  men,  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  Sovereign,  and  the  dignity  of  confci* 
ous  virtue,  follow  that  great  and  good  man. 

Difdaining  the  fetters  of  party,  difdaining  the 
ill-natured  maxims  of  eternal  oppofition — and  the 
belief  that  thofe  who  may  find  themfelvcs  in  the 
wrong,  cannot  embrace  the  right,  without  brtach 
of  contraft,  Mr.  Eurke,  with  able  and  intrepid 
pen,  recalled  a  deluded  world  from  the  falfc  prof- 
peft  of  gallic  Revolution,  He  fo  fully  laid  open 
the  inward  fprings  and  blood-ftaincd  wheels,  where- 
by the  revolutionary  engine  moved,  that  it  was 
not  fuppofable  a  fimilar  experiment  fliould  be  at- 
tempted among  us.  The  efFeft  his  writings  had 
at  the  time,  the  fpirit  and  unanimity  they  raifed 
in  the  breafls  of  all  true  Englifhmen,  will  not  eafily 
be  forgotten— and  it  is  to  be  prefumed  the  remem- 
brance of  thofe  happy  circumflances,  will  enfurc 
refpeft  and  immortality  to  the  writer,  while  they 
fecure  us  from  any  revolutionary  attempts,  and 
from  the  perils  of  innovation. 

But  why  fliould  Adminiftration  have  "  rejoiced 
at  fuch  an  ally  againft  the  French  Revolution ;" 
Why  fliould  they  "  furvey  him  with  a  lover's 
fondnefs,  &c.  ?"  Thefe  very  afperities  of  obferva- 

tion. 
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tion  on  the  incidents  of  that  memorable  period, 
are  the  moft  pointed  and  impreflive  eulogy  on  the 
Adminiftration  of  that  day.  Though  Urong  in  the 
confidence  and  fupport  of  the  nation,  yet  they 
were  not  influenced  by  ill  natured  maxims  of  low 
fufpicion — or  by  a  belief  that  he  who  had  long  op- 
pofed,  could  not  cordially  unite  with  them — they 
difplayed  a  noble,  a  voluntary,  endearing  difpo- 
fition  to  receive  with  joy  the  friend  of  humanity — 
the  advocate  of  church  and  ftate— the  palladium 
ef  religious  eflablifhraents,  and  the  fcourge  of 
Mobocratic  violences. 

Happily,  from  this  well-timed  indulgence  and 
reception  of  Mr.  Burke  much  good  has  arifen :  The 
adverfary  who  values  himfelf  upon  his  refiftance 
while  he  is  oppofed,  yields  infenfibly  to  gentle  means, 
and  naturally  melts  into  conformity  of  fentiment,  by 
methods  of  lenient  peifuafion  and  remonftrance. 


Purfuant  to  the  freedom  of  epiftolary  commu- 
nication, as  I  pen  my  thoughts  ju ft  as  they  occur, 
without  tying  myfelf  down  to  ftrift  order  or  me- 
thod, I  truft  you  will  find  in  the  aggregate  of  the 
foregoing  obfervations  fufficient  caujc  to  JuJpcQ,  the 
xurittrs  infavour  of  French  Revolution,  ike  abbettors  of 
French  priiiciples,  and  of  the  writers  in  Javour  0/  the 
Revolution. 

I  now 


C      23      ) 

I  how  proceed  to  the  fecond  point  of  confidcr-» 
ation,  which  I  mentioned,  viz. 

^he  duty  incwnbcnt  on  you,  as  an  Englifi- 
man,  in  chrijlianity  and  prudence,  not  to  ha- 
zard the  public  fecurity  and  private  domejiic 
p7'ofperity,  either  by  a  defire  of  innovation  in 
the  Government,  or  by  a  change  of  the  Admi- 
nijir ation. 

It  is  a  pofitive  duty  of  loyal  and  intelligent  men 
to  try  to  fupprefs,  by  expofing  the  growth  of  cabal 
and  detra6lion :  for  if  once  they  are  fuffered  to 
Ihoot  up  into  credit  with  the  multitude,  they  de- 
ftroy  the  good  feed  which  would  otherwife  pro- 
duce public  profperity,  happinefs  and  tranquillity  ; 
the  fecret  whifpers  of  difaffeftion,  thclong-labour- 
ed  periods  of  envenomed  goofe-quilU  tempt  too 
many  to  deal  in  the  fame  commodity,  and  the 
little  tittlc-tatilt  of  bufy  declaimers  againft  Go- 
vernment, too  often  obfcures  private  fociety, 
which  ought  to  be  enlightened  by  loyalty  and 
truth. 

Is  it  not  a  fpecies  of  infanity,  when  men  will  not 
look  to  the  cocfequences  of  party-malevolence  ; 
but  feem  to  think  it  lawful  and  proper  to  make  the 
King  and  the  Conllltution  their  fport  by  the  grofieft 
fallacies  and  impofitions  upon  vulgar  credulity  ? 

The  frothy  publication  from  Mr.  Thelwall,  as 
is  faid,  has  been  given  away  in  great  detail,  among 

the 
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the  lower  orders.— At  Sheffield,"  at  Norwich,  at 
Yarmouth,  &c.  his  pamphlet,  if  report  be  true, 
has  been  handed  into  every  ccnfiderable  workfhop 
and  manufaQory,  to  enlighten  the  ignorant  mul- 
titude, as  he  terms  it. 

To  the  long  winded  harangues,  to  the  demo- 
cratic pages  of  this  hallowed  citizen,  I  fliall  reply 
by  the  retort  retro/peBivc. 

I  willalk  thisprinceof  declamatory  Itinerants — 
Was  it  not  a  mod  ferious  and  affeding  period  for 
the  country  and  the  Confliiution,  when,  without 
refleBion,  without  looking  to  laws  or  confe- 
quences,  hot  brained  Empirics,  by  their  new 
fangled  fyllems  of  public  alTociation,  fought  to 
exchange  our  profperous  and  peaceable  form  of 
Government,  for  the  convulfions  and  anarchy 
which  ever  follow  the  overthrow  of  good  order.* — 
Yes  :  men  appeared  in  our  public  ways,  poifoning 
the  public  mind  with  the  impious  doQrine,  that 

while 


•  Ic  was  ab^ut  this  time,  that  Mr.  Reeves,  who  alfo  (hare* 
a  page  or  two  of  abufe  both  from  the  wodtrate  and  the  extreme 
reformers,  llept  forward  with  laudable  zeal  and  virtuous  ex- 
ertion, to  oppofe  a  phalanx  of  .honeil  and  loy,)!  men  to  the  new 
fangled  focieties :  ' Twas  in  that  Gentleman  a  crime  indeli- 
ble, never  to  be  forgiven — to  have  formed  an  aflbciation  of 
peaceable  independent  citizons,  for  the  defence  of  the  King  and 
Conftjtution,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  dangerous  f»ftem«  of 
mcdem  agitators. 

Hinc  illie  Lachrjma  ! 
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VhHe  foreign  nations  were  advancihg  into  refor- 
mation, it  was  criminal  to  fit  at  eafe :  that  the 
people  ought  not  to  fufTer  themfclves  to  be  fliackled 
by  any  reftraints,  or  by  the  irkfome  fituation  of 
being  bound  to  any  old  fydem  of  government. — 
Such  were  the  alarming  declarations  that,  for 
fome  time,  gave  a  vital  llab  to  public  credit,  pal- 
fied  our  manufaflures,  and  expofed  many  to  the 
juft  leverity  of  offended  laws,  while  the  great 
movers  and  ring-leaders  of  faQion  evaded,  and 
ftill  evade,  punifliment ;  and  fcreen  themfelves  by 
the  art  and  fubtlety  of  acquiUed  /dons  from  the  ri- 
gour of  juftice. 

One  cannot  help  dropping  a  tear  over  the  de- 
pravity of  human  nature,  on  a  retrofpefl:  of  the 
democratic  rage  of  the  Chalk  Farm,  and  other 
meetings ;  where  a  few  political  enthufiafts  ex- 
ulted in  the  credulity  of  the  populace,  and  in  the 
profpeft  of  commotion  and  deiolation  throughout 
the  country. 

Our  modern  State-Reformifts  ftarted  at  once 
from  the  path  which  our  anceP.ers  trod,  and 
which  the  moderate  part  of  mankind  are  contented 
and  hold  it  prudent  to  follow. — With  inflated  ar- 
rogance they  ceafe  not  to  magnify,  even  to  this 
hour,  their  own  declamatory  talents,  and  to  fpeak 
contemptuoufly  of  the  exilling  Government — and 
perhaps  had  their  prefumption  been  lefs  e.xtrava- 
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gant,  their  plans  lefs  open  and  undifguifed,  the 
danger  would  have  been  greater  to  the  public 
weal. — I,uckily  their  vanity  out-ran  their  difcre- 
tion. 

Another  fet  of  political  quacks,  more  chafte  in 
their  manner,  not  lefs  furious  in  intention,  through 
all  the  effufions  of  violence,  profefs  not  to  mean 
any  thing  like  injury  to  the  Conflituiion — they 
boaft  their  attachment  to  monarchical  government 
in  all  the  fplendour  of  difcuffion.— Thefe  Refor- 
mers, "  lean  hungry-looking  mortals,  whofe  \eTy 
faces,"  as  Shakefpeare  defcribes,  "  indicate  plots 
againft  the  ftate,"  fill  up  their  fplenetic  hours  with 
long  recitals  of  grievances.  But  can  they  be 
thought  to  entertain  any  great  partiality  for  the 
Conflitution,  who  bludi  not  to  approve  the  gallic 
Reformers,  in  their  enormities  and  threats  againft 
all  cftablilliments  ?  Surely  our  modern  fpecula- 
tifts  do  not  advert  to  the  ftrange  contradiQions 
they  utter  ?  If,  as  they  profefs,  they  believe  our 
Conflitution  to  polTefs  great  and  brilliant  advan- 
tages, muft  it  not  follow,  of  neceffity,  that  they 
cannot  think  well  of  what  runs  in  direft  violation 
of  its  beft  principles  ?  If  the  Conflitution  poffefTes 
thofe  excellencies,  which  the  world  has  long  ad- 
mired, every  man  is  bound  to  oppofeall  maxims 
and  doflrines  inconfiflent  with  itj  prefervation  in 
its  prefent  ftate  ;  and  to  cultivate,  by  every  means 

in 
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in  his  power,  and  fupport  that  fyftem  oF  laws 
which  gives  energy,  vigour,  liberty,  and  happinefs 
to  the  people. 

Faflion,  like  a  peftilence,  may  be  traced  by 
the  havock  which  it  makes. — Every  rank,  every 
flation  in  life,  is  injured  by  this  plague  of  fociety  : 
It  embitters  domeflic  fcenes,  fows  the  feeds  of 
enmity  amdngft  inhabitants  of  the  fame  vicinage, 
and,  in  the  event,  plunges  whole  nations  into 
diforder. 

There  is  no  greater  engine  of  diffenCon  than 
the  affixing  upon  others,  names  of  contumely  and 
reproach  :  the  reafon  is  plain,  with  refpeft  to  the 
multitude — at  a  public  meeting,  or  feditious  lec- 
ture, they  conceive  not  the  meaning  of  a  fyllogifm 
or  laboured  argument,  but  they  can  pronounce 
and  retain  opprobious  words.  While  the  lecturer 
is  throwing  his  dull  malice  at  the  heads  of  thofe  he 
does  not  like,  he  forgets  that  what  he  fpouts  in 
malevolence,  may  grow  up  into  blood  ; — and  the 
fame  language,  which,  at  firfl;,  made  the  company 
merry,  may  grow  in  time  to  be  a  military  fignal 
to  cut  one  another's  throats. 

Such  are  the  horrors  into  which  our  madmen  in 
politics  would  fain  precipitate  us :  They  would 
ri(k  the  bleffings  we  enjoy,  the  progreffive  profpe- 
rity  of  the  nation,  forfoolifh  impraflicable  fyftcms, 
in  which  they  are  not  themfelves  fully  agreed ; 
E  2  For 
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For  (I  fpeak  from  knowledge,  confirmed  bv  au- 
ricular demon[iration)  there  are  among  the  poli- 
tical fattois  of  the  day,  as  many  fanciful  plans  of 
Reform,  as  there  have  been  meetings,  or  focieties 
for  three  years  back.  * 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  political  delirium 
of  fome  men  increafes  with  the  multitude  of  airy 
fpeculations,  that  croud  the  imagination.  But 
happily  while  thofe  leaders  of  a  populace  faid  in 
their  hearts,  "  my  mountain  is  ftrong,  and  I  fliall 
not  be  moved"  from  the  fchemes  I  have  formed  ; 
by  the  variety  of  vifionary  extravagance,  inftead 
of  ftrengthening,  they  were  weakening,  what  alone 
could  fupport  them,  public  opinion.  While  they 
were  launching  with  intemperate  eagernefs,  into  ha- 
zardous fy Items,  the  public  mind  revolted  againft 
the  precipitancy  and  daring  of  fuch  enthufiafts; 
all  men  of  good  fenfe  and  reflexion  clearly  faw  that 
grievances  and  reform  were  mere  words  of  pretence 

with 


*  This  difcord  or  difunic^n  of  fcntvmen:  between  the  feveral 
clafl'es  of  r^'icmtr/  is  hinted  at  by  Mr.  Tbelwall  in  deep  de- 
ploring lUains  of  regre; — He  feemo  to  adhere  to  that  clafs  of 
extreme  r-furmcrs,  as  one  of  the  party- writers  denominates 
them,  who  aim  to  build  their  own  advancement  on  the  blind 
zeal  and  impetuous  fury  of  the  unbridled  mob  ;  who  would,  like 
Milton's  demor,  '•  high  o'erleaping,  overlrap  all  bounds," 
an.1  roufe  the  whirlwind,  in  the  loofe  hope  of  liaing  upon  (be 
florm. 
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with  the  maniacs  of  the  dny,  covering  deep  defigni 
againft  the  exifting  Government. 

Who  can  place  confidence  in  thofe  that  are 
known  to  revile  the  exiiling  Government  ?  Is  not 
the  card  they  play  a  defperate  one  ?  Such  men 
cannot  be  under  any  ties  of  fidelity,  as  all  morali- 
ty is  founded  in  lubordination. 

The  Reform-hunters  of  the  times  are  like  the 
profane  fcoffers  of  religion  :  they  pretend  to  de- 
cide, en  viaiire,  refpeBing  matters  which  are  far 
beyond  theirnarrow  comprehenfion — they  declaim 
and  pubhfli,  as  if  no  other  power  (hould  exilt  but 
that  which  is  framed  from  their  diftempered  brains. 
They  are  like  vain  glorious  boafters  who  vaunt 
their  courage,  yet  tremble  when  danger  is  at  hand— 
they  pretend  to  think  of  the  doQrines  of  innovation 
and  equality,  with  fa?ig /roi',  while  every  heart 
iTiuft  tremble  with  horror,  becaufe  afTured  of  the 
indifcriminate  barbaiitiesof  an  unbridled  mobility. 

If  individuals  of  fober  iiiduliry  in  the  feveral 
callings  of  humble  life,  would  employ  a  moment's 
reflexion,  they  would  always  deleft  the  poifon 
which  the  difconteiued  are  fecretly  preparing  for 
their  minds — they  would  difcover  a  proud  confe- 
quence,  felf-interell,  or  vengeful  fpirit  of  party, 
under  the  afTumed  garb  ofprbiic  fpirit,  under  a 
fpecious  fliew  of  love  Jor  liberty.  Let  us  examine 
this  queftion  difpafJionately.     What  has  this  love 

of 
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cf  liberty  hithertx)  been  among  the  French  ?  What 
has  it  been  but  decrees  of  domination,  a  defire  of 
conquefl,  a  thirft  of  blood,  by  extending  their 
views  to  the  governments  of  other  countries,  and 
defolating  furrourtding  States  ?  What  has  it  been 
but  a  pernicious  principle,  propagating  in  every 
country  a  contempt  of  law,  and  feducing  men  by 
the  glowing  and  fpecious  colourings  of  Reform,  in- 
to combinations  and  affociations  againil  eftablida- 
ed  fyflems,  in  favour  of  hazardous  extremes  lead- 
ing to  plunder  and  mafiacre  ? 

This  is  the  principle  that  has  been  fo  much  cried 
up  by  our  own  political  reformers,  as  a  virtue  of 
the  firft  rank ;  becaufe  as  I  remarked  before,  it 
correfponds  with  their  plans  of  building  their  own 
advancement  on  the  fubverfion  of  all  order  and 
fubordination. 

Again,  can  the  boafted  Republicanifm  of  France 
be  as  yet  confidered,  however  great  it  has  ap- 
peared in  fome  of  its  exertions,  as  any  thing  bet- 
ter than  a  principle  holding  together  bands  of 
murderous  robbers,  in  their  attempts  to  overwhelm 
their  unoffending  neighbours,  and  plundering  in- 
difcriminately  friends  and  foes  ?  This  is  no  exag- 
gerated colouring;  it  is  ftrong,  undeniable  fad; 
and  brings  with  it  a  redeclion  of  moll  ferious  con- 
cern to  every  thinking  man  in  this  nation. 

While  at  a  diftance  from  the  dreadful  fcenes  of 

aflion. 
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aftion,  we  feel  but  little  for  the  revolutions  of  hu- 
man affairs  :  we  read  barely  with  paffing  concern, 
or  momentary  anxiety,  the  melancholy  fate  of 
thoufands,  banifhed  from  their  dwellings,  and  de- 
prived of  their  daily  fupport  by  the  Invafion  of 
War :  while  exempted  by  the  goodnefs  of  Provi- 
dence from  immediate  diftrefs  and  ruin,  we  may, 
indeed,  drop  a  tear  over  the  recital  of  fuch  ra- 
vages and  defolation  :  yet  'tis  only  the  tribute  of  a 
moment,  which  furrounding  comforts  foon  diffi- 
pate.  But  if  the  voice  of  humanity  will  fomc- 
times  be  heard ;  if  the  tear  of  commiferation  will 
flow,  even  amidft  our  enjoyments,  for  the  calami- 
ties of  others, — how  terrible,  how  afFe£ling,  how- 
overwhelming  would  be  our  forrows,  if  brought 
into  an  experience  of  fimilar  difallers  ?  ifvifued 
by  the  accomitants  of  French  principles — anarchy, 
conflagration  and  maffacre  ?  Ifinflcadof  rifingon 
the  morrow  from  the  comfortable  bed  of  family  re- 
pofe,  we  were  roufed  from  our  peaceful  flumbers, 
like  fo  many  unhappy  thoufands  in  the  various 
provinces  of  Germany,  for  years  pafl,  with  the 
Iword  of  the  aflallin  at  our  throats;  turned  out  of 
our  quiet  dwellings,  without  any  covering  but  the 
fliy,  to  make  room  for  the  foldiers  of  equality  and 
murder  ? 

This  is  a  forcible  lelTon  for  the  prefent  moment 
*— the  proper  impreffion  of  it  fliould  be  to  delibe- 
rate 
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jrate  \vith  a  tender  concern,  how  to  clieck  the  evit 
difpofition,  and  avert  the  mifchief  of  difcontent  at 
home.  Let  us  compare  our  own  domeftic  com- 
forts with  the  broken  fpirit  of  the  diltreffed,  the 
loIFes  of  the  unhappy  people,  whom  hoftile  armies 
alternately  pillage  and  defolate. 

The  narrative  of  atrocious  tranfaflions  by  the 
French,  which  are  proved  beyond  contradiftion, 
inufl:  offer  an  infiruflive  monitory  lelTon  to  all  who 
can  be  content  with  the  bleffmgs  of  regular  go- 
vernment ;  tend  to  deter  the  high  flying  reformift 
from  his  affiliated'purfuit,  and  prevent  incautious 
youth  from  rufhing  into  fcenes  of  turbulence,  or 
becoming  the  dupes  of  hackneyed  enthufiafls. — 
Surely  the  perufal  of  fuch  enormities  mult  fuffice 
to  anfwer  the  defirable  purpofe  of  producing 
fubordination  and  order  in  every  clafs  of  the 
people;  as  by  them  French  Fraternity  is  (tripped 
of  thofe  deceitful  colours,  in  which  it  has  been  too 
fuccefsfully  reprefented  by  the  agitators  of  fedi- 
tion.  Their  boalled  liberty  has  been  a  feverer 
fcourge  to  thofe  who  have  been  feduced  by  its 
falfe  appearances,  than  the  deftruQive  rage  of  pef- 
tilence  or  open  war. 

Need  I  enumerate  the  enormities  perpetrated  in 
the  late  defolating  progrefs  of  Jourdan  and  Mo» 
reau's  armies  ?  There  are  letters  in  town  of  un- 
doubted veracity,  which  offer  impreflive  evidence* 

of 
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cf  the  barbarities  exercifed  by  tlieir  troops.  The 
towns  which  they  entered  on  folemn  terms  of  ca- 
pitulation and  fecurity,  nianifed  their  violation  of 
all  engagements.  Tho*  the  Generals  had  given  to 
the  Magiftracy  aflurances  in  writing,  that  after 
paying  their  contributions,  they  would  have  no 
further  exaftions  to  fear, — yet  after  furnifhing 
their  quota,with  many  extraordinaries,  much  above 
their  abilities,  they  were  after  all  expofed  to  pri- 
vate pillage  of  the  foldiery,  and  fubjeQed  without 
redrefs,  to  fliocking  afls  of  cruelty.  Nothing  ef- 
caped  the  grcedinefs  of  a  lawlefs  foldiery.  The 
moft  refpe6table  burghers  were  threatened,  in- 
fulted,  and  in  fome  inftances  whipped  by  armed 
ruffians,  becaufe  they  would  not,  perhaps  could 
not,  give  them  money  in  their  noQurnal,  predatory 
rounds.  Nor  did  the  inclination  of  the  people  to 
French  principles  in  fome  places,  prevent  nume- 
rous afts  of  violence  and  robbery  from  being 
committed :  the  moft  forward  in  putting  on  Re- 
publican badges  were  treated  with  as  little  atten- 
tion or  ceremony  as  the  moft  decided  friends  of 
their  Prince — for  plunder,  not  principle,  was  the 
ruling  objeQ.     If  we  look  to  lome   confiderable 

F  towns. 


•  For  three  years  back  the  different  Generiih  have  feve- 
rally  complained,  bat  io  vain,  of  the  terrible  excedes  of  the 
f  xench  foldiery  ;  the  habits  of  plunder  iacreafed  daily  ;  and 
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towns,  we  can  trace  in  the  late  progrefs  of  the 
p'rench,  as  at  all  former  periods,  fuch  havocks  as 
will  fcarce  be  credited  by  civilized  nations*.  The 
churches  and  convents — facrcd  places,  which  the 
moft  favage  nations  would  have  refpefted,  were 
pillaged,  robbed  of  their  ornaments,  and  then 
wantonly  profaned  by  fcencs  of  violence,  by  de- 
bauchery, and  by  heaps  of  filth.  The  houfes,  the 
ihops  of  the  honeft  trader,  and  frugal  merchant, 
fared  not  belter — warehoufes  were  ranfacked,  and 
every  thing  portable  carried  away — whole  villages 
were  plundered, — tire  cattle  driven  away, — every 
houfe  and  barn  emptied,  gutted,  and  then,  in  the 
wantonnefs  of  intemperance,  fet  fire  to.  In  fhort, 
they  beat  and  abufed  the  farmers  and  villagers, 
in  the  moft  cruel  manner,  who  dared  to  oppofe 
their  pillage,  or  remonftrate  on  their  breach  of 
faith  J  and  often  diflionoured  the  women  in  the 
prefence  of  their  parents  and  hufbands ;  adding 
infult  to  mifery,  and  fmiling  amidft  the  cries  of 
diftrefs, — anaid  the  ruin  they  had  made. 

The 

cruel. ies  ftiocking  to  humanity  were  perprctrated  with  impu- 
nity; The  late  overthrow  and  defliufticn  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe  army  may  be  attributed,  in  a  degree,  to  their  ur.limited 
atrocides  and  opprefllon  of  the  German  peafantry.  And  on 
General  Bournonville's  reprcfentation  of  the  licentioufncG  and 
infubordination  of  the  remains  of  that  army,  the  Direftory 
called  upon  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  to  enaft  laws  tj  re- 
prefs  the  inal-praftices  and  exceffes  of  the  Soldiery. 
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Thefe  are  autbentic  fafts  :  this  is  a  part  of  the 
comforts  of  civil  n-ar  and  hojiile  invajion;  this  is  a 
faint  fketch  of  the  numeioiis  fcencs  of  inhumanity, 
horror,  and  bloodfhed,  into  which  our  goodly  af- 
fociators  would  fain  precipitate  our  prolperous  and 
happy  country. 

Is  it  neceflary  to  add  any  further  confiderations 
to  prove  to  Engliflimen  "  the  duty  incumbent  on 
them,  in  Chridianity  and  prudence,  not  to  hazard 
the  public  fecurity,  and  private  domeflic  profpe- 
rity,  by  a  defire  of  Innovation  in  the  Govern- 
ment."— I  hope  I  have  offered  convincing  proofs 
of  the  comparative  blefTmgs  we  enjoy  under  our 
prefent  Conlfitution  and  King.  I  fhall  now  offer 
a  few  remaiks  to  demonftrate  that  "  we  fliould 
not  hazard  the  public  fecurity  and  private  domef- 
tic  profperity,  by  a  change  of  the  Adminiftration." 

When  men  openly  avow  hoilility  againft  the 
exifling  Government,  and  encourage  a  fraternity 
of  difpofition  among  the  vulgar;  when  for  the 
purpofe  of  intimidation,  the  Reformers  of  the  day 
fcruple  not  to  boaft  the  extent  of  confederation, 
and  fpread  themfelves  throughout  the  Kingdom  to 
make  converts  to  fedition,  it  becomes  high  time 
to  annihilate  fuch  proceedings  by  the  flrong  arm 
of  the  law.  On  this  ground  I  fliall  examine  the 
condu6t  of  his  Majefty's  Miniflers,  at  the  late  great 
crifis  of  Gallic  fpeculation  and  Gallic  models,  when 
F  4  both 
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both  the  landed  intereft  and  commercial  world 
trembled  for  their  tenures,  and  all  the  bonds  of 
fociety  were  on  the  eve  of  being  burll  afunder. 

AdminiRraiion  at  that  period,  bufied  in  confi- 
derations  highly  interefting  to  the  general  weal, 
faw  with  regret,  not  without  apprehenfion,  parties 
of  men  leagued  by  paflion  and  abfurdity,  likerafh 
inexperienced  workmen,  aiming  with  all  the  rage 
of  modern  levellers,  to  overturn  a  venerable  edi- 
fice of  antiquity;  or,  at  lead,  eager  to  change  the 
face  of  the  building  by  fpecious  imbellifhments 
and  fantaftic  novelties.  Refolved  to  watch  ia 
order  to  avert  every  dangerous  innovation,  Mini- 
fters  were  not  averfe  to  declare  their  readinefs  in 
due  feafon,  to  cherifh  and  adopt  any  folid  and 
well-weighed  improvement ;  but  genilenefs  and 
forbearance  feemed  only  to  fwell  the  arrogance  o^ 
aflbciated  agitators — National  delegation  was  to  be 
ercfled  againft  the  Legislative  Authority  of  the 
State. 

Miniders  were  then  juHly  roufed ;  the  law, 
with  undaunted  arm  and  irrefiftible  might,  feized 
a  few  of  the  reftlefs  fpirits,  and  dragged  them  to 
punifliment.  The  vigilance  and  energy  of  Ad- 
miniftration  was  fo  immediate,  that  it  terrified  the 
aflive  fet  of  reforming  declamators  from  their  ufual 
employment :  the  clubs  of  fedition  became  palfied 
in  their  operations,  and  their  laft  eru8ations  were 

like 
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like  ftink-pots,  only  remarkable  for  their  peftife-* 
rous  odours. 

Men  will  ever  be  impatient  of  reprehenfion, 
becaufe  it  fets  before  them  what  they  wifh  not  to 
fee,  and  attacks  felf-love  in  the  dearefl  and  moll 
feiifible  part,  where  it  never  gives  way  without 
great  reluflance.  We  love  ourfelves  as  we  are, 
and  would  have  reafon  for  doing  fo.  Thus  we  are 
careful  to  juftify  ourfelves  in  our  faults  by  various 
deceitful  colours.  It  mud  not  then  feem  ftrange 
that  the  men  I  depift,  fliould  be  difpleafed  with 
being  contradifled  and  condemned ;  as  it  is  an  at- 
tack at  the  fame  time,  upon  the  reafon  which  is  de- 
ceived, the  heart  which  is  corrupted,  and  the 
evils  which  flow  from  fuch  a  mixture  of  weaknefs 
and  depravity. 

The  political  zealot,  hurried  away  by  his  own 
view  of  things,  is  generally  deceived  both  in  his 
fenfes  and  his  judgement;  he  ever  fancies  himfelf 
to  be  in  the  right,  and  thofe  of  the  oppofite  party 
to  be  in  the  wrong :  'tis  thus  a  country  often  be- 
comes divided  in  itfelf,  and  "  finds  its  worft  foes 
to  be  thofe  of  its  own  hcufehold." 

I'arty-fpirit  generally  proceeds  from  a  gloomy 
reftlefs  imagination;  it  is  a  juror  of  mind  which 
hurries  us  into  a  belief,  that  we  are  capable  of  re- 
gulating the  wh'jle  machine  of  State,  while  we- 
are,  perhaps,  iuffenng  our  own  affairs  to  tumble 

into 
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into  ruin — We  form  ajfocialions,  to  reform  Govern' 
ment,  and  harangue  the  mobility  ever  prone  to  lif- 
tcn  to  fpecious  declaimers,  without  confidering 
what  ample  fcope  there  may  be  for  each  and  every 
of  us,  to  difplay  our  talents  for  reformation  in  our 
own  condud  and  concerns.  We  boafl;  of  devot- 
ing our  time  in  providing  for  the  liberties  of  others, 
by  long  recitals  of  fuppofed  grievances,  while  per- 
haps by  a  retrogade  movement,  our  own  family 
affairs  are  reduced  to  fuch  a  flate  of  derangement, 
as  to  endanger  ourpcrfonal  liberty. 

How  folemn  and  imprefTive  are  the  words  of  the 
vife  man  in  the  facred  writings ;  "  The  beginning 
ofdifcord  is  as  when  one  letteth  out  water" — Wa- 
ter, if  the  fmalleft  opening  be  made  in  the  mound 
which  confines  it,  will  foon  force  for  itfelf  a  wider 
■paffage  :  When  once  the  torrent  is  fet  at  liberty, 
it  difdains  reftraint,  and  carries  down  wiih  it  even 
the  impediments  that  are  thrown  in  to  retard  its 
progrefs,  or  check  its  fury. 

The  experience  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom  fur- 
niflies  ample  and  diftrefTing  teftimonies  of  the 
truth  of  the  fimile — nay  the  flreetsof  ourmetropo- 
polis,  the  chieftowns  of  the  kingdom  prefent  to  us 
daily  the  fad,  but  refigncd  viftims,  to  an  atrocious 
policy — to  a  fuccenion  of  factions — to  a  banditti 
of  tyrants  (I  include  not  in  this  pi£lurethc  prefent 
fy Hem  of  government  in  France — the  lincerity  of 

their 
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their  difpofitions  and  profeffions  is  now  atifTue)  let 
loofe  by  falfe  doflrines — uncontrouled  by  religion 
and  law — rufhing  into  all  the  wildnefs  of  favage  na- 
ture— infulling  the  defencelefs  fex — purfuing  the 
miniltcrs  of  the  gofpel  and  every  friend  to  limited 
monarchy  and  moderate  government,  with  unre- 
lenting feverity,  and  fmiling  amid  ruins,  which  the 
dulleft  and  moil  infenfible  of  mortals  cannot  be- 
hold without  deteftation  and  terror — How  falutary 
then  is  the  caution  which  accompanies  the  forego- 
ing quotation — "  Therefoie  leave  off  civil  con- 
tention before  it  be  meddled  with." 

I  cannot  too  often  call  upon  all  loyal  Englidi- 
nien,  and  friends  to  Conllitutional  Government  to 
apply  what  I  have  recited  of  the  horrors  of  inter- 
nal commotion  more  immediately  to  ourfelves — 
When  we  awake  from  tranquil  fleep,  let  ns  fer- 
vently thank  him  who  has  favoured  our  reft,  whilft 
houfands  are  reduced  to  lie  on  the  bare  ground, 
defpoiled  by  ruthlefs  war ;  without  clofing  their 
eyes,  or  relieving  their  anxious  thoughts  by  any 
gleam  of  comfort ;  their  children,  their  wives,  their 
relatives,  fcattered  abroad  in  the  florni  of  war, 
without  a  refting  place  from  their  terrors — When 
we  fit  down  to  table,  to  the  frugal  meal  of  honeli 
induftry,  let  us  look  up  gratefully  to  him,  who  of- 
fers us  plenty  and  eafe,  whilft  fomany  arcexpofed 
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to  the  pangs  of  hunger,  to  the  multiplied  horrorj 
and  calamities  of  hoftile  invafion. 

Thefe,  I  repeat  it,  are  our  duties ;  while  we  do 
thus,  and  with  affeftionate  fympathy  adminifterto 
the  diftrefTes  of  others,  as  far  as  our  circumftances 
may  admit,  we  may  trull  our  profperity  fliall  meet 
no  check  from  the  armed  ruffian,  nor  our  goods 
become  a  prey  to  the  invading  fyoWer  :  We  fhall 
continue  to  walk  under  the  fliade  of  our  own  vine, 
amid  the  deferved  blefllngs  of  peace,  and  proteft- 
ed  by  a  gracious  Sovereign,  whofe  humanity  and 
indulgence  reconciles  power  to  the  affeBions,  and 
makes  it  infirumentai  to  thehappincfs  of  all  hispeo- 
ple.  To  a  Monarch  who  thus  kindly  and  graci- 
oufly  governs  his  fubjefls,  will  they  not  in  turn  be 
ready  to  offer  the  tribute  of  obedience  ?  Will  they 
not  be  readv,  and  willing  under  any  difficulties  to 
contribute  to  the  fupport  of  meafures,  which  his 
wifdom  may  judge  connefled  with  their  welfare  ? 
Will  they  not  deprecate  and  defpife  thofe  fabrica- 
tors of  calumny  and  mifreprefentation,  who  from 
the  gloomy  recefles  of  difappointment  and  envy, 
try  to  turn  all  things  into  dillruft  and  confufion  ? 
Will  they  not,  with  one  accord  and  as  one  man, 
cheerfully  offer  the  facrifice  of  their  lives,  to  de- 
feat the  machinations  of  poliucal  fanatics,  and  a- 
-vert  the  ambitious  proje6ts  of  Fiench  Invafion  from 
our  happy  homes  ? 

Englifh. 
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Englifhmen  !  look  forth  into  your.flreets,  and 
l)chold  the  crouds  of  haplefs,  yet  meritorious  emi- 
grants, who  live  upon  the  bounties  and  indulgence 
of  a  generous  nation!  What  was  their  crime? 
An  averfion  to  the  government  of  numerous  ty- 
rants, rioting  in  blood — an  attachment  to  the  firft 
principles  of  the  Revolution,  that  eflablilhed  a  mo- 
narchy like  our  own,  circumfcribed  by  the  laws — 
that  gave  France  a  Conftitution,  the  leading  fea 
tures  of  which  were  copied  from  the  glorious  Con- 
ftitution, in  which  Britons  rejoice  and  are  happy. 

Thefe  Emigrants  were  perhaps  too  flow  in  op- 
pofing,  with  united  vigour,  the  horrible,  but  fe- 
cret  progrefs  of  relUefs  agitators — They  are  now 
the  unhappy  vitlims  of  credulity,  of  weaknefs,  of 
inattention — their  cafe  is  deplorable — but  while 
we  lament,  pity,  and  aid  by  national  bounty  their 
diftrelTcs,  let  us  alfo  learn  the  leffon  of  vigilance 
and  caution — let  us  feel  the  truth  of  what  they 
forgot  in  early  fcafon,  principiis  objla—fero  mcdi- 
cina  paralur. 


The  current  and  ftill  incrcafing  abufe  of  his 
Majefty's  Government,  teeming  from  a  licentious 
prefs,  was  encouraged,  foftered  and  promoted  by 
the  alarming  proceedings  of  confederated  Societies, 
vhich  fpread  their  poifonous  effluvia  abroad,  and 
G  mifled 
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niifled  the  populace  in  tnariy  places  to  fuch  violent 
outrages  againft  the  laws  and  conflitulion,  as  well 
as  agamft  reafon,  judice,  humanity.  Who  can 
withhold  cenfuring  individuals  who  debafe  their 
charafler  and  filuation  by  their  laboured  Philip- 
pics ;  and  while  they  pretend  to  be  the  advocates 
of  freedom,  are  encouraging  the  mod  wretched 
flavery,  the  power  of  a  mob  ?  However  our  red- 
hot  innovators  may  difclaim  a  connexion  with 
French  principles  ;  however  largely  they  may  ex-? 
prefs  their  averfion  to  engage  in  infurreclion,  or 
in  aiding  or  fomenting  the  popular  madnefs  in 
certain  dilhiOs.  yet  it  is  plain,  from  the  malignity 
of  their  writings,  from  the  public  conning  oyer  of 
fi£litious  grievances,  and  fpreading  feditious  publi- 
cations abroad  among  the  lower  orders,  that  they 
feek  to  overwhelm,  not  the  adminiflration  only, 
but  the  conflitution  with  them  ;  and  to  plunge  us 
into  the  horrors  of  civil  war  and  French  maffacre. 

This  is  not  matter  of  bare  afTertion.  I  will  afk; 
is  it  not  manifell  from  the  inflammatory  tendency 
of  the  various  publications  and  hand-bills  dealt  out 
fo  largely  among  the  uninformed  peafantry,  and 
poor  manufadurcrs,  the  fuppoled  ready  inflru- 
ments  of  riot  and  fedition  ? 

Has  it  not  been  recomended  to  the  lower  or- 
ders, in  all  the  pomp  of  flattering  phrafeology,  to 
cherifh  and  propagate  the  noble  fpirit  that  had  fo 
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laudably  triken  ponefTion  of  them  ?  and  have  thev 
not  been  afTured  by  itinerant  political  quacks,  in  all 
the  glare  of  declamatory  vehemence,  that  an  unli- 
mited compliance  with  all  their  plans,  even  to  a 
change  of  government,  a  fubverfion  of  all  regular 
eftablifhments,  would  be  the  undoubted  confe- 
quenre  of  a  bold  perfeverance  ?  Are  not  thofe 
hardy  Orators  flill  abroad,  at  the  work  of  fedition, 
uttering  their  pompous  periods,  larded  with  obfer- 
vaiiop.s  equally  fubverfive  of  religion,  law,  and 
order  ? 

Inflead  of  common  prudential  caution,  on  the 
news  of  the  French  fucceffes  againft  our  allies  ; — 
inftead  of  expreflions  of  horror  and  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  enormities  perpetrated  by  the  enemy 
on  their  progrefs  to  the  Danube,  our  political  af- 
fociators  tried  rather  to  palliate  the  fhocking  dif- 
orders  and  irreparable  injuries  which  have  dcfo- 
lated  the  faireft  provinces  of  Germany.  Inftead 
of  exulting  wi:h  every  good  and  well-difpofed  ci- 
tizen on  the  late  happy  viftories  of  the  Arch-Duke, 
which  were  daily  received  by  exprefs  from  various 
quarters,  our  would-be  reformifts  threw  a  cloud  of 
doubt  and  uncertainty  over  all  good  intelligence, 
thereby  fully  evincing  the  fullen  difpofition,  the 
dark  complexion  of  their  fouls. 

Was  it  not  neceffary  to  coerce  fuch  feditious 

difpofitions,  and  tp  take  away  from  evil  men  the 
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power  of  injuring  themfelves,  or  the  community, 
by  rairreprefentation  and  treafon  ? 

The  friends  of  humanity  and  peace  mud  depre- 
cata  tumult  and  difcontent. — We  have  witneffed 
their  attendant  evils,  within  a  fhort  lapfe  of  time, 
fufficiently  to  be  convinced  thatafTociations  or  po- 
litical clubs  fliould  not  be  wantonly  and  unnecef- 
farily  entered  upon.  Happily  his  Majefty's  Mini- 
fters  have  fhewn  to  the  world  as  much  wifdom  in 
defeating  the  machinations  of  evil  men,  as  they 
have  difplayed  general  attention  to  the  interefts  of 
the  empire,  and  the  proteflion  of  trade. 

The  bills  fo  hated  and  obnoxious  to  agitators 
and  ^to  incendiaries, —  are  laws  of  neceffary  co- 
ercion, founded  on  the  broad  bafis  which  Mon- 
tefquieu,  Locke,  and  other  eminent  writers  ap- 
prove and  recommend — viz.  "  that  in  times  of 
danger,  the  fubjeft  mull  yield  up  a  portion  of  his 
rights,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  whole." 

ImprelTed  then  with  this  great  truth,  it  (hould  be 
the  firm  purpofe  of  every  good  citizen,  not  only  to 
pay  the  ftri£left  regard  to  the  laws,  but  alfo  to  dif- 
countenance,  in  the  mod  pointed  manner,  any  con- 
trary difpofition  in  others ;  examples  of  which,  we 
trull,  may  never  more  occur;  as  the  return  of 
fober  induftry  and  fubordination  among  thofe  wh» 
were  for  a  time  carried  away  by  the  arts  of  fubtle 
zealots,  evinces  the  high  fenfe  which  the  people 
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emertain  of  the  cautionary  prudence  and  wifdom 
which  diSated  the  late  coercive  meafures. 

Such  was  the  diligence  with  which  Minifters  op- 
pofcd  the  danger, — fuch  the  advantages  of  difco- 
very  of  fecret  ledition,  in  many  places,  that  the 
Iloufe  of  Parliament  haftencd  to  emulate  the  fpi- 
rit  and  vigilance  of  Adminiltration,  adopted  with 
more  than  ufual  unanimity,  and  carried  into  law 
the  Two  Bills,  fo  obnoxious  to  Republican  ca- 
lumny, as  a  grand  fpecific  againft  a  dangerous 
malady.  In  defiance  of  the  farcafms  thrown  out 
againft  them  in  every  inflammatory  publication, 
they  are  allowed  to  have  been  a  meafure  of  immi- 
nent neceflity  ;  and  Minifters  may  fafely  rely  on 
the  fentiments  which  a  difpaffionate  public  have, 
from  a  Qiort  experience,  formed  of  their  utility. 

Here  then  the  Adminiftration  proved  itfelf 
equal  to  the  tafk  of  checking  the  growth  of  licen- 
tioufnefs,  enforcing  laws  of  falutary  efficacy,  and 
producing  a  confummation  of  internal  tranquillity 
and  good  orderj  ever  molt  devoutly  to  be  wifned. 
To  break  up  knots  of  affociated  reformers,  wading 
money  and  time  in  idle  argumentation  ;  to  compel 
men  to  return  to  habits  of  induftry  and  fubordi- 
nation,  was  the  great  objed,  as  it  is  the  firfl:  duty 
of  the  MagiRracy. 

Thus  far  then,  inflead  of  a  Chancf.  of  Admi- 
NisTRATtoN — -wc  ough  t  moR  fervently  to  fuppli- 
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cate  the  continuance  in  Office  of  men   who  have 
laboured  for  our  puhlic  fecurity,  and  our  private  do- 
medic  projperiiy  againfl;  thofe  who  fought  Innovation 
in  the  Government. 

I  fiiall  add  a  few  pages  on  the  War  and  the 
Taxes,  the  great  cant  words  of  Oppofition — and 
hope  to  prove  that  in  the  management  of  both, 
Minifters  have  acled  with  integrity,  with  energy, 
and  with  fuccefs. 


Men  whofe  attention  has  been  diflipated  for 
years  amid  the  buftle  of  political  conflifct,  and 
whofe  current  of  thought  has  been  trained  to  yield 
and  accommodate  itfelf  to  the  rapid  fucceffion  of 
events,  which  divcrfify  the  political  horizon,  ac- 
quire a  bias  which  direfls  all  their  aftions,  and 
influences  all  their  fenfibilities.  This  ftrong  bias 
hinders  us  not  from  obferving  furrounding  ttanf- 
aftions  of  public  life  ;  it  only  renders  our  obfer- 
vations  erroneous.  Imagination  interpofes  be- 
tween reafon  and  the  afFeclions,  and  prelents  ob- 
je6ts  far  other  than  they  are. 

The  cffefls  of  fuch  bias  have  a  manifcft  ten- 
dency to  miOead  us,  even  where  public  happinefs 
is  at  ftake,  and  to  defeat  the  operation  of  thofe 
aftive  principles,  which  are  intended  to  unite  us 
in  Society  for  the  public  good. 


The 
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Tlie  egotifm  of  the  boafted  Intervitxv,  is  of  a 
piece  witli  that  mifieprerentation  of  fafts,  where 
we  are  entertained  with  the  round  afTeriion  that 
"  the  Enghfli  Government,  diftionoured  and 
beaten  down  by  the  arms  of  France,  is  inculcating 
the  barbarous  prejudice  of  hatred  againfl:  that  na- 
tion, as  a  fpecies  of  patriotifm." 

There  is  a  compound  of  falfily  in  thefe  lines, 
which  fliall  be  expofed  in  the  fequel  of  thofe  pages ; 
though,  indeed,  the  inipofition  on  the  feelings  and 
fentimenti  of  Engliflimen  is  too  glaring  to  require 
refutation. 

How  often  do  men  overftep  the  line  of  prudence 
in  the  eager  defcription  of  a  favourite  objeft  : — 
"  And  forth  from  the  moment  of  the  King's  over- 
throw, the  fuccefs  and  glory  of  the  French  arms 
are  the  wonder  of  the  world. "~Oh  (hame,  where 
is  thy  fling! — What !  while  this  oftentatious  writer 
paints  in  fuch  glowing  colours  the  atchievements 
of  the  French,  he  cannot  find  in  his  heart  to  fpare 
a  fprig  of  laurel  to  our  own  brave  troops,  crowned 
with  conqueft  and  with  honour  in  the  Ea[l  and  the 
Weft — while  he  dwells  with  feeming  exultation  on 
the  enthufiafm  of  the  French,  he  forgets  the  irre- 
fiftible  bravery,  ardour,  and  perfeverance  of  the 
Auflrian  Heroes : — he  can  afford  but  a  fcanty  ex- 
prefTion  of  praiTe  to  the  prudent  and  generous  con- 
duct of  the  Archduke  Charles  :— lie  forgets  that 

we 
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vre  have  a  navy,  triumphant  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe — that  our  fquadrons  are  daily  fcouring 
the  coalls  of  the  enemy,  and  deftroying  the  litde 
remains  of  a  petty  coafting  trade. — He  "  looks 
afkance,"  at  the  full  flowing  tide  of  commercial 
profperity,  at  the  thriving  of  our  trade,  which  af- 
fords full  employment  to  the  induftrious  in  the  fe- 
veral  branches  of  manufaflure,  and  enables  our 
Merchants  and  monied  men  to  meet  the  public 
exigencies,  not  only  with  alacrity,  but  with  emu- 
lous competition. 


I  will  not  recapitulate  the  proceedings  of  the 
new-conftituted  Authorities  in  France,  at  the  time 
of  entering  Holland  ;  I  will  not  recall  all  that 
was  faid  and  inculcated  by  French  emifTaries,  with 
a  particular  vehemence,  refpefting  our  own  Go- 
vernment ;  but  I  mud  infift,  that  the  Britifh  Mi- 
niftry  could  not  be  wrong,  in  defending  the  nation 
by  all  necelfary  meafures  againit  Innovators,  who 
promulgated  the  moil  hollile  declarations,  and  ran 
into  the  moll  violent  means,  for  the  injury  and  an- 
nihilation of  all  Governments,  that  acceded  not  to 
their  wild  theories. 

Men  of  atrabilious  habits,  who  have  not  a  dif- 
pofition   to  be  ever   fatisfied,  will  infinuate  thM 
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evils  prevented  cannot  be  deemed  evils;  that  is, 
.becaufe  they  were  not  vifibly  perceived  with  their 
eyes,  nor  fenfibly  felt  by  their  nerves,  they  think 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  deny  the  removal  or  pre- 
vention of  domeftic  calamities  to  be  at  all  the  ef- 
feft  of  the  meafures  taken  by  Minifters. 

Men  of  their  dark  caft  will  not  admit  the  con- 
viQion  of  any  poffible  light ;  otherwife  bne  fingle 
refle£tion  would  reduce  them  to  reafon.  It  is,  that 
to  the  early  difplay  of  our  vigorous  and  decided 
meafurcs,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  we  owe  our 
elcape  from  the  threatenings  and  attempts  de- 
nounced againft  our  regulated  liberties :  I  will 
add  with  confidence,  that,  far  from  being  certain, 
jt  is  not  in  the  leaft  probable,  that  we  fhould  have 
continued  free  from  thofe  evils,  threatenings,  and 
attempts  of  fraternity,  which  an  overbearing  mo- 
bocracy  proclaimed  againft  their  neighbours,  had 
not  the  moft  decided  meafures  been  adopted  by 
Minifters. 

AsforoiJir 

E  X  P  E  N  C  E  S, 

On  this  occafion,  it  is  enough  to  anfwer  in  general, 
be  they  what  they  may, — if  necefTary  for  our 
domefiic  fecurity,  from  the  gripe  of  fraternity  and 
pillage ; — if  they  be  incurred  for  the  prevention  of 
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great  and  urgent  evils  to  the  country,  and  as  the 
only  means  of  procuring  a  better  ftate  of  things, 
they  may  be  fairly  faid  to  be  not  at  all  comparable 
to  the  necefhty — I  will  aflv — are  millions  of  any 
weight  when  fet  in  the  balance  againft  the  niafs  of 
mifchiefs,  the  mukiuide  of  horrors  and  murder*  that 
have  defolated  France  ?  Can  millions  be  of  confi- 
deration  with  Britons,  when  we  refleft  upon  the  in- 
ternal tianquillity  and  external  benefits,  which 
flow  from  the  national  unanimity  and  exertion  ? 
Every  difpaffionate  obferver  mult  be  convinced 
that — if  the  preventing  the  beginnings  of  great  and 
deflruclive  evils  renders  expences  neccffary — if  the 
guarding  ourfelves  and  allied  powers  from  the  im- 
pending cffcfts  of  fuch  evils  renders  expences  in- 
difpenfably  effential — then  the  expences  upon  the 
prefent  occafion  are  certainly  fuch. 

This  in  general  is  fatisfaflion  enough,  of  what- 
ever degree  and  magnitude  the  expences  are,  be- 
ing a  far  leffer  evil,  than  that  which  they  have  hap- 
pily kept  off.  It  cannot  be  out  of  feafon  often  to 
remark,  that  the  prefent  warfare  is  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, and  accompanied  by  fuch  circumflances  as 
mull  make  the  burdens  of  it  more  tolerable  in  the 
eyes  of  good  and  loyal  fubjefts ;  being  undertaken 
for  our  own  imviediale  and  nacjfary  defence,  and  for 
the  fafcty  of  our  liberties  and  poflclTions,  againft 
the  ruffian  hand  of  the  fpoiler. 

Now, 
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Now,  as  to  the  fums  necefTary  to  continue  the 
juft  and  necefTary  defence  of  all  that  we  hold  dear, 
againft  an  infatiate  and  implacable  enemy,  (fliould 
the  prefent  overtures  on  our  part  be  proudly  rejeft- 
ed)  which  is  the  man  that  will  refqfe  his  utmoft  pe- 
cuniary aid  for  the  immediate  and  utmoft  exertion 
of  ourftrcngth  and  refources  againft  a  combination 
'  of  vengeful  foes  ?  In  proportion  to  the  wumber  and 
extravagant  demands  of  the  enemy,  muft  be  the  ex- 
tent and  vigour  of  our  preparations;  andof  neceihty 
this  circumftance  muft  render  our  expences  greater. 
But  happily,  in  all  our  wars,   in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  our  enemies,  and  the  confequent  in- 
crcafe  of  expences,    the  more  to  be  admired  are 
the  means  of  recovering  ourfelves.     Our  eventual 
fuccefs  has  always  proved  the  magnitude  of  our 
refources,  the  richnefs  of  our  native  products,  our 
indefatigable  application  to  trade — circumftances 
which  taken  together,  manifeftfuch  vigour  of  Con- 
ftitution,  that  nothing  can  ever  hurt  us  but  our- 
felves. 

For  my  part,  I  am  confident  in  the  wifdom  of 
the  Lcgiftature  that  the  neceifary  fums  will  be 
raifed  with  very  little,  if  any,  additional  burden 
on  the  bulk  of  the  people.  The  luxuries  of  life, 
in  which  the  poor  have  no  conce|pi,  are  the  prin- 
cipal objeft  of  the  z^ayi  and  means,  to  our  experi- 
enced and  humane  ftatefmen.  The  moii  jaundiced 
H  2  reformer 
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reformer  mud  allow  that  the  raifing  the  fupplies  is 
a  matter  of  necefTary  concern  for  the  public  good  : 
who  then  but  mud  admire  the  care  and  attention 
of  Minifters  to  tax  only,  where  it  may  be  moft  eafi- 
]y  borne  ?  * 

I  repeat  it- — If  in  iht  piping  timti  of  peace,  the  Pre- 
mier raifed  the  nation  to  a  degree  of  commercial 
profperlty  and  wealth  fuperiorto  all  other  nations  ; 
if  our  trade  under  his  aufpices  was  extended 
through  a  variety  of  new  and  produQive  channels, 
to  the  accumulation  of  immenfe  profits  and  opu- 
lence— furely,  when  called  upon  by  our  Sovereign, 
iox  the  maintenance  of  his  Crown  and  dignity,  to 
co-operate  ftrenuoufly  in  meafures,  direcled  fole- 
ly  to  the  defence  andprefervationof  ourfelves,  in 
the  rights,  the  wealth,  the  property,  we  are  juftly 
in  poffeffion  of,  cannot  be  thought  a  prefTureupon 
opulence;  nor  can  the  demand  be  deemed  unjuf- 

tifiable 


•  When  a  tax  is  propofed  on  property  or  income  by  the 
Minifter,  to  fave  the  lower  claffes  from  any  burden— oh  then, 
he  is  running  into  the  French  fyfiem  oi  forced  loan.  Sec.  and  the 
party  fcribes  are  up  in  arms.  Thas,  devife  what  mode  or  plan 
foever  he  may,  he  will  be  fure  to  meet  opposition  under 
feme  malk  or  other — for  our  part,  we  (hall  conform  lo  the  tax 
propofed  by  the  Premier,  on  income — or  on  any  ether,  however  it 
may  look  like  a  forced  loan — and  that,  on  the  ground  of  Vir- 
gil's maxim—— 

Fas  (ft  tt  ah  hojlt  dsceri. 
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tifiable  (as  is  the  cant  among  certain  Coffee-houfe 
politicians)  in  thofe  who  have  to  propofe  thofc 
ways  and  means,  which  mufl  be  aclcnowlcdged  ab- 
folutely  ncceffary  at  this  crifis. 

Let  us  here  look  back  to  the  days  of  the  revered, 
the  immortal  Chatham,  the  father  of  our  Premier. 
That  great  Statefman  came  into  Adminiftration  at 
a  critical  period :    His  firft  plans  were  the  fame 
which  his  fon  has  been  purfuing  for  the  part  years, 
viz.  to  infult  the  coaft  of  France  by  numerous  ar- 
maments ,  which  alarmed  the  whole  country,  and 
employed  an  immenfe  body  of  men  in  different 
partr,   to  be  prepared  againfl  a  defcent.      This 
made  fiich   a  diverfion,    as  the  enemy  in  other 
quarters  felt    feverely   the   effeft   of;    as    by  re- 
calling a  part   of  their   armies  in    Germany    to 
the   fea  coaR,    and  threatening   invafion  of  thefc 
kingdoms,  the  rapidity  of  their  fucceffes  received 
(as  manifefl  at  the  prefent  moment)  an  irremedia- 
ble overthrow.    Armament  fucceeded  armament — 
expedition  followed  expedition :    In  the   Eafl  as 
in  the  Welt  Indies,  the  operations  were  as  glori- 
ous and  important,   as  the  commencement   had 
been  unpromifing.     Even  when  Spain  joined  her 
force  with  France  againit  us,  neither  their  union 
and  league,  nor  the  confequent  neceifary  expences 
were  regarded  by   the  nation.     In  defiance  of  a 
difappointed  faftion,  who  growled  and  murmured 

at 
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at  ihe  Minifler  knd  his  meafures ;    then,  as  novf, 
the  people  faw  with  pleafure  a  firmnefs  and   con- 
flancy  in  the  Premier,    to  purfue  what  he  knew 
vas  right,  with  vigour  and  refolution.     The  bold 
appearance  of  our  naval  fquadrons  along  the  ene- 
my's coafts,  the  ruin  of  their  trade,  and  conquefts 
in  diflant  quarters,  gave  new  life  and  exertion  to 
the  country ;    the  arrival  of  rich  Spanifh  fhips  in 
our  ports,  with  the  wealth  of  Mexico  and  Peru, 
called   up   the   Britifh  fpirit   of  enterprize,    and 
fpeedily  baniflied  the  aiiprehenfions  of  the  timid  j 
while  the  croai^ingsofthedifcontented  were  drown- 
ed in  the  general  joy  and  exultation  of  profperity. 
Have  we  not  then  the  flrongefl  reafon   to  truft 
that  the  fame  wifdom  and  energy,  which  animated 
the  undertakings  of  the  illuftrious  Father,  will  crown 
with  equal  fuccefs  the  prudent  plans  of  the  Sen, 
and  accomphfh  fuch  an  acceflion  of  advantages 
over  pur  combined  foes,  as  (hall  in  the  fequel 
bfing  the  war  to  an  honourable  and  jud  conclu- 

fion  ? Should  falfe  hopes  of  conquefl  on  the  part 

of  Spain  preclude  immediate  negociation  (as  I 
greatly  apprehend;,  by  looking  to  the  wifdom  of 
gur  councils,  and  the  bravery  of  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, wc  have  the  ftrongelt  ground  to  hope  for  a 
feries  of  favourable  operations  in  the  profecuiion 

of  the  war. 

Away, 
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Away,  then,  with  the  evil  bodings  and  croakings 
of  envious  fpirits,  who  are  eternally  boring  the  ■ 
public  with  the  cry  of  peace,  peace, — even  at 
the  rifli  of  national  didionour.  We  fee  at  this 
moment  his  Majelly's  Minilters  filled  with  ihofe 
true  fentiments  of  the  nation's  real  interefts  and 
dignity,  which  ought  ever  to  guide  the  Servants  of 
the  Crown,  taking  the  necefTary  fteps  to  extin- 
guifh  the  flames  of  war,  and  refiore  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  the  nation.  We  have  read  thcjuft 
and  equitable  fentiments  of  our  Sovereign,  ex- 
preffed  with  pacific  fuicerity  by  our  able  and  ju- 
dicious Negociator,  and  challenging  an  equally 
effcQual  difpofuion  in  the  French  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  Britilli  moderation. 

I  again  repeat  it. every  foithful  fubjed  muft 

applaud  the  carnefinefs  of  our  Government  to 
open  the  channel  of  accommodation.  But  Ihould 
the  partial  fuccefles  in  Italy,  (hould  the  alli- 
ance with  Spain  Rill  blind  their  leaders,  and  puff 
them  up  with  vain  pretenfions;  fhould  they  be 
relolved  to  prefer  the  further  depopulation  of 
their  country  to  the  prefervation  of  their  people ; 
— fhould  they  oppole  fentimeiits  of  hatred  and 
obltinacy  to  thofe  of  proffered  tranquillity  and 
good  i'aith  ;  lliould  they,  in  a  word,  rather  chufe 
to  fee  the  flames  of  war  blaze  in  full  fury,  than  to 
cement  friendlhip,  or  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the 

European 
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European  world — yet  will  his  Majefty,  by  his 
Minifters,    ftill,  continue  in    the    fame   humane 

fentiments  of  preferring   peace   to  war. But 

furely  there  is  no  method  to  compel,  eventually, 
a  fafe  and  permanent  peace,  but  by  keeping  a  fuf- 
ficient  force  both  for  defenfive  and  offenfive 
operations. 

It  will  readily  be  granted  that  we  ought  to  be 
prepared  with  vigour  to  oppofe  an  enemy,  as  well 
as  to  propofe  or  receive  reafonable  methods  of  pa- 
cification. To  do  the  firft,  without  a  difpofuion 
ihewn  toward  the  latter,  would  be  unjuftifiable: — 
to  do  the  latter  without  the  firfl,  had  been  weak- 
nefs  and  folly;  and  could  proceed  from  nothing 
but  ignorance  of  the  plaineft  rules  of  political 
conduft,  by  which  it  has  been  long  fince  eftablifl)- 
ed,  as  a  certain  maxim,  that  the  beft  way  to 
peace,  upon  fuch  occafions,  is  with  the  fword  un- 
llieathed — becaufe  any  ruffian  power  that  can 
fufferitfelf  to  attempt  the  rights,  or  invade  the  pof- 
fcITions  and  habitations  of  others,  will  laugh  at 
proffers  of  accommodation,  when  they  fee  them 
unaccompanied  by  fuch  exertions,  as  prove  a  re- 
folution,  an  unanimity  to  defend  thofe  rights  and 
poffeffions  by  the  whole  force  of  the  country,  if 
reafon  and  peaceable  overtures  cannot  prevail. 

One  can  Icarce  read  with  patience  the  ravings  of 
fome  men,  who,  while  they  paint  with  utmofl  ex- 

aggera- 
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aggeration  oF  colours,  the  war,  the  taxes,  &c.  &c. 
fail  not  to  prefent  to  us  in  the  moft  flattering 
point  of  view,  whatever  they  can  turn  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  party.     Such  is  the  alTertioD,  moft 

Jpiendidc  mendax, 
founded  on  a  fallacious  mefTage  from  the  French 
DireQory  to  the  War-Minifter: — "  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Direftory,  that  from  this  moment 
all  the  territory  of  the  Republic,  comprifing  the 
countries  united  to  it,  be  put  upon  the  eflablifli- 
nient  of  the  mofl:  profound  peace — that  the  num- 
ber of  troops  in  the  Republic  be  reduced  to  the 
fimple  garrifons  of  the  fortreffes,"  &c.  &c. 

Can  any  man  of  plain  underftanding  be  fuppo- 
fedto  look  upon  this  declaration,  but  as  a  fpecious 
covering  for  the  immenfe  preparations  which  have 
been  from  that  moment  making  along  the  coafls  of 
France,  with  utmofl  fecrecy,  for  the  invafion  of 
thefc  kingdoms  ?  The  numerous  alfemblage  of 
flat-bottomed  boats,  and  armed  vefTels  in  every 
port  fiom  Flufhing  lo  Breft,  points  out  the  infi- 
dious  policy  of  that  pompous  declaration,  and 
proves  it  to  have  been  meant  to  lull  us  into  a  fatal 
fecurity,  that  they  might  more  eafily  accomplifli 
the  invafion  of  the  country,  to  fpread  ruin  and  de- 
fojation  throughout  our  cities,  lay  wafte  our  fields, 
plunder  our  habitations,  violate  the  chaftity  of  our 
wives  and  daughters,  and  deftroy  the  purity  and 

I  comfort 
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comfort  of  domclic  life.  Minirters  wifely  faw  the 
fnare  laid  for  public  credulity,  and  by  vigorous 
prepnrarion  defeated  the  daring  artifice. 

But  a^  enomy,  fertile  in  expedients,  and  prodi- 
gal of  men's  hves,  will  not  fail  to  embrace  the  firfi; 
favourable  circumftance  to.vifit  our  fhores,  for 
the  purpofes  of  confufion  and  pillage. 

Which,  then,  is  the  man  that  will  refufe  the  aid 
of  his  perfon  and  of  his  fortune,  in  fupport  of  a 
var,  connnucd  folely  from  the  contumacy  of  the 
foe,  and  for  the  prevention  of  the  difalUous  fcenes 
that  attend  hollile  Invafion. 

But  fee — and  read We  are  menaced,  not 

with  an 

EMIGRATION, 

But  with  a  general 

FLIGHT     TO     FRANCE. 

And  fo  enamoured  will  the  people  be  of  her 
new-fangled  Rcpublicanifm,  there  will  be  "  a  fe- 
cond  going  forth  of  the  Ifraelites."  'Tis  a  fine 
fort  of  phrafeology — further,  •*  the  man  who  thinJcs 
that  the  emigrations  to  America  in  the  laft  four 
years,  are  not  hurtful  to  this  country,  muft  be  a 
driveller."  Thefe  are  round  affertions — but  mark 
how  a  plain  tale  will  put  them  down, 

I  will 
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1  will  not  fay  a  word  of  the  incefTant  internal 
commotions,  animofities,  and  heart-burnings  that 
muft  agitate  the  rival  faQions  throughout  France, 
for  many  years  after  the  concluhon  of  the  war. — 
I  will  not  fpcak  of  the  infecurity  of  properly,  from 
the  variety  of  contefled  confifcations  and  difputed 
falcs,  arifing  from  laws  made  and  unmade  by  fuc- 
ccffiye  parties.  I  am  certain  that  Englifhmen 
will  not  rifle  their  money  on  precarious  tenures  ; 
I  am  certain  that  Englifhmen  are  not  the  volatile, 
giddy,  changing  animals  they  are  thu':  freely  deli- 
neated. There  is  a  perfume  in  Britifh  Liberty, 
there  is  a  fmell  in  our  native  earth, 

Libertas  el  natalejolum 
better  than  all  the  perfumes  of  France.  There 
are  befides,  the  great  arguments  of  commerce,  of 
eafe,  and  conveniency,  which  no  other  country 
can  boaft  of.  It  is  difficult  to  put  off  the  man  in 
general,  but  the  Englilhman  in  particular.  Station 
him  in  what  country  foever  you  pleafe,  he  ftill 
looks  back  with  longing,  lifigering  regret,  to  that 
fyflem  of  trade,  upheld  by  laws  which  are  th^  ad- 
miration and  envy  of  the  world. 

As  the  poet  fays, 

"  Pone  vie,  iSc. 
"  Dulie  ridcnUm  Angliam  amaho,  &i,." 

Let  us  now  look  to  thole  who  have  emigrated 

to  America,  in  the  laft  four  years.     It  is  a   well 

I  2  known 
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known  fa£l,  that  the  fenfible  and  moderate  men  in 
the  different  States  of  America  look  with  indignant 
and  fufpicious  eyes  on  the  emigrants  of  thofe  very 
periods.' — The  caufes  of  their  emigration  were 
clofely  enquired  into ;  and,  as  the  fpirit  of  party 
and  dilaffeQion  to  the  exifting  Government  were 
found  to  be  the  real  fource  of  the  change,  they 
were  treated  accordingly  with  filent  indifference 
in  general,  but  in  many  inflances  with  marked 
contempt  and  deteflation.  Though  they  had  all 
the  advantages  of  money  and  rifing  families,  that 
might  recommend  them  to  a  good  reception,  yet 
were  they  treated  even  in  the  intercourfe  of  buli- 
nefs  with  an  air  of  ftudied  civilitv,  without  any  in- 
vitations of  hofpitality  or  friendly  attentions. 

One  of  them,  a  noted  and  earnefl  advocate  for 
reform*,  after  many  months  refidence  at  Philadel- 
phia,  wrote  home  to  a  confidential  friend,  of  fimi- 
lar  principles,  that,  "  indeed  he  admired  the 
ftreets  and  appearance  of  the  houfes  in  that  City— 

but 


•  Mr.  Tone,  formerly  of  Dublin,  a  young  Lawyer  of 
flattering  profpeds,  and  eminent  literary  talents.— B\  an  at- 
tachment to  Mr,  Rowan,  he  became  a  vic'ent  partizan  :— 
from  that  intimacy,  he  wa'  very  nearly  implicated  in  the  trea- 
fon  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackfon,  as  ap;eared  on  the  trial.  Mr. 
jacklon  laboured  hard  to  induce  Mr.  Tone  to  go  t  ■  France,  to 
reprefent  the  liate  of  Ireland ;— Mr.  Tone  at  one  lime  gave 
way  to  the  propofal,  but  afterwards  declined. 
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but  further  he  could  not  fay,  as  he  had  not  been 
invited  to  vifit,  to  dinner,  or  party,  from  the  day 
of  their  landing  to  that  hour." — Yet  this  was  a  ce- 
lebrated enthuftaft  for  radical  Reform  in  the  Go- 
vernment, and  for  emigration  to  America.  For 
my  humble  part  then,  while  emigration  is  attend- 
ed with  fo  many  difcouraging  circumflances ; 
while  our  fituation,  our  humour,  our  trade,  con- 
cur to  ftrengthen  the  arguments  of  domeftic  com- 
forts and  contentment  at  hqme  ;  while  I  know 
that  the  emigrant  zealots,  who  thought  our  liber- 
ties extinguiflied  by  the  cautionary  laws  of  coer- 
cion, and  who  hurried  away  to  a  country. 

Alio  fahjole  jacentem, — 
are  no  more  in  their  new  foil  than  the  carcafa  of 
Englijlwien,  without  eftimation,  confideration,  or 
trade  ;  I  am  not  afhamed  to  own  my  frailty  in 
preferring  fuch  a  model  of  Government  as  agrees 
with  the  rcafonable  enjoyment  of  a  free  people; 
where  good  laws,  and  an  excellent  Conllitution, 
render  us  not  only  happy  at  home,  but  confidera- 
ble  abroad. 

On  this  occafion,  indeed,  I  mud  add  that,  to 
thofe  who  are  not  willing  to  be  JubjcB  to  the  powers 
Jet  over  them — who  cannot  diftinguifh  fuperior  ad- 
vantages in  the  Britilh  Sydem  of  Government; 
who  would  prefer  the  vileft  tyranny  of  a  mobocra- 
cy,  tp  «k    limited  circumfcribed  Monarchy;    the 

"Way 
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way  is  open  to  them  ; — let  them  depart  from  XJilt 
land  of  liberty  in  filentdifcontent  and  defperation  : 
Let  them  go  forth — there  will  be  no  attempt  to 
{lop  them  ; — the  departure,  the  flight  of  fuch 
refllefs  fpiritsis  a  public  bleffiiig. — 

It  will  be  as  the  purging  of  wine — the  y^eces  are 
removed,  and  the  depurated  liquor  becomes  falii- 
tary,  pure,  and  invigorating  :  It  will  be  as  the 
winnowing  oi  corn — the  ufele/s  chaff  is  carried  away 
by  the  winds — the  found  nutritious  grain  remains 
for  the  fupport  of  man. — BUT — 

I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  inftead  of  the  "going 
forth  of  the  Ifraelites,"  fo  pompoufly  announced; 
when  peace  takes  place,  many  of  thofe  who  hur- 
ried away  in  the  phrenzy  of  difcontent,  will  be  glad 
to  /leal  over  again,  and  live  in  Old  England  with 
hazard  of  reproach,  rather  than  abroad  in  a  (late 
of  contempt  and  dcbafement.  There  is  fomething 
in  a  parent,  which,  though  he  be  roufed  to  refent 
and  punifli  mifcondofl.  in  the  child,  impels  the  lat- 
ter to  return  to  obedience  and  rule,  rather  than 
dwell  among  flrangers,  were  they  ever  fo  hof- 
pitable. 

I  will  n,ot  fay  much  of  the  efidemic  diforders  of 
the  American  climate,  fo  dreadful  to  European 
conltitutions :  I  mean,  principally,  the  ague  and 
Jeter,  which  prevails  very  generally  in  the  fpring 
and  autumn ; — the  fallow  complexion,  the  ema- 
ciated 
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ciated  countenance,  the  jaundieed  eye,  the  drop- 
fical  habit,  are  ufual  confequences  of  the  Ameri- 
can ague,  or  intermitting  fever.  And  very  few, 
comparatively  of  European  emigrants,  efcape  its 
malignant  influence.  The  yellow  fever,  which 
has  raged  fo  furioufly  through  feveral  States  of 
America  for  fome  years,  is  not  a  diforder  of  the 
Country — but  how  far  it  may  or  may  not,  being 
now  introduced,  continue  its  annual  ravages,  re- 
mains foi"  time  to  prove.  The  defolating  progrcfs 
of  that  deftruQive  peftilence  throughout  the  Cities 
of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Baltimore,  and,  for 
a  time,  at  Charleftown,  is  frefii  in  the  memory  of 
every  one;  and  the  horrors  of  fuch  fcenesneed 
not  be  here  enumerated. 

The  emigrants  to  America  have  been  brought 
to  their  right  fenfes  by  the  indifferent  treatment 
they  received  ;  which  circu;nflance,  fuper-addcd 
to  the  amaz'ngly  high  prices  of  provifions,  has 
produced  quite  different  reflexions  and  fentimenit 
of  American  profperity  and  Government,  than 
that  which  their  mifguided  policv  and  heated  zeal 
had  raifed  in  them. — [Vide  General  Wafliington's 
addrefs,  in  which  thofe  reftlefs  Emigrants  are 
pointedly  alluded  to.] 

I  repeat  it,  let  them  go  forth,  there  will  be  none 
to  flop  them. — The  departure,  the  flight,  of 
fuch  rclUcfs  fpirits  is  a   public   bicfTing.     Every 

man 
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Bsan  converfant  in  the  Britifh  annals,  muft  recoi- 
led the  period,  when  a  party  of  fanatics,  difcon- 
tented  with  government,  but  unable  to  efFeft  their 
purpofes  at  that  moment  againft  the  (late,  refolved 
to  fly  to  America — they  embarked  bag  and  bag- 
gage, and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  fea,  when, 
unhappily  for  the  King  and  for  the  Country,  an 
order  was  fent  to  ftop  their  failing — the  party  dif- 
cmbarked — foured  by  difappointment,  more  fu- 
rious in  their  difaffeftion,  more  bold  in  intrigue. 

We  all  remember  the  fad  catafirophe — a  crafty 
and  defigning  faftion,  like  the  modern  Jacobins, 
with  monftrous  and  deftruQive  ftrides,  waded 
through  defolation  and  murders ;  and  the  beft 
blood  in  the  nation  ftreamed  at  the  will,  caprice, 
or  private  refentment  of  Revolutionary  Judges.  A 
furious  fanaticifm  and  deep  hypocrifv  was  employ- 
ed alternately  to  flatter  and  frighten  an  unthinking 
people  into  blind  acquicfcence  with  the  fanguinary 
inandates  of  an  atrocious  tyranny.  The  virtuous 
were  profcribed,  purfaed,  exterminated — plots, 
and  confpiracies,  were  daily  conjured  up,  to  im- 
plicate and  overwhelm  the  peaceable  and  well- 
uifpofcd  friends  to  monarchv. — Jealoufies  and 
fufpicion  were  fomented  to  irritate  and  inflame 
the  mafs  of  the  people  to  blood-fliedding  and 
cruelties. 

Death 
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t)eath  at  latl  pulled  off  the  rnafli;  the  world 
faw  the  dclufion  and  hypocrify,  the  murderous 
opprefBon  that  lurked  under  it.  The  nation  found, 
inllead  of  a  generous  Proteclor  and  Reprefentative 
of  Heaven,  they  had  got  an  exterminating  mon- 
ger, the  wily  Fa£lor  of  general  deftruflion.  To 
fuch  an  unhappy  pitch  were  things  carried,  that, 
becaufe  the  Miniflers  of  God's  holy  temples  re- 
fufed  to  fubfcribe  to  every  fpecies  of  innovation, 
and  to  immolate  confcience  at  the  {hrine  of  fana- 
ticifm,  the  public  fervice  of  the  church  was  re- 
viled, ridiculed,  aboliflicd;  and  the  SanQuaries 
of  the  mod  High  were  profaned  by  the  fubtle  cant 
of  armed  enthufiafm. 

It  is  here  worthy  of  ferious  remark,  by  all  who 
are  fincerely  attached  to  the  Chriftian  difpenfation, 
that,  as  in  France  recently,  fo  in  England,  in  her 
days  of  convulfion  and  difcord — with  the  monar- 
chy, the  church  alfo  was  overwhelmed,  for  the 
moment;  and  the  Minifters  of  the  altars  were 
fcattersd  abroad. 

It  cannot  be  amifs  here  to  exhibit  the  contrafl 
between  the  fubtle  complexion,  the  gloomy  fana- 
ticifm  of  the  days  we  have  fpoken  of,  and  the 
open,  uubluniing,  increafing  infidelity  of  the  pre- 
fent  period.  To  this  pi£lurc  I  beg  the  attention 
of  the  public  declaimers  and  partizans  of  Affociatecl 
Delegations  and  Meetings  among  us ;  tke  Convene 
K  '.ij.i 
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tion  or  National  Delegation  at  Edinburgh,  by 
the  Muir,  the  Gerald,  &c.  &c.  is  a  cafe  ftrongly 
in  point. 

In  the  days  of  the  unhappy  Charles  I.  the  godly 
covenanted  brethren,  who,  fanftified  fouls,  wiflied 
not  the  death  of  the  King,  or  deftruftion  of  mo- 
narchy, met  in  general  Affcmbly  ; — While  they 
profeffed  all  due  obedience,  and  fupport  of  the 
Parliamentary  proceedings,  they  took  care  to 
exert  a  co-ordinate  kind  of  power  with  the  Par- 
liament ;  and  not  only  in  a  dictatorial  manner  gave 
them  dircQions  how  to  proceed,  but  made  coun- 
ter-a£ls  to  what  they  judged  againft  their  inclina- 
tions and  interefts.  They  made  a  mockery  of  the 
King,  and  were  every  day,  under  the  ma{k  of  deep 
hypocrify,  and  infpired  counfel,  obtruding  new 
and  infolent  conditions  on  his  Majefty ;  and,  at 
the  end,  deferted  and  fold  him  for  a  ftipulated 
price: — they  proceeded  fo  far  in  their  luft  of 
power,  as  to  refolve  among  themfelves  "  that 
nothing  might  be  done  in  Parliament  without  con- 
lent  of  the  General  Affcmbly. — I  will  make  no 
comment  on  the  parity  of  intention  and  proceed- 
ings at  the  Edinburgh  Convention.  If  the  leading 
members  prefumed  to  exert  a  deliberative  and 
judicial  authority,  co-equal  with,  even  in  con- 
tempt of,  the  Reprefentative  Body  in  Parliament, 

they 
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they   have   fufFered   the  juft  puniflimcnt  of  fuch 
temerity  by  fentence  of  violated  law — 

. —Ncc  lex  ejl  ccquior  ulla,    - 

quam  necis  artifices,  arte  perire  fita. 

Let  us  look  to  the  tenets  of  the  Painites  and  Ja- 
cobins of  our  day  ;  let  us  inveftigate  the  undifguifed, 
but  not  lefs  dangerous  and  deftruQive  principles 
of  the  viodern  Reformers  among  us. 

RELIGION 

is  in  every  civilized  ftate  the  ftrongefi.  incentive  to 
all  that  is  generous  and  worthy,  and  confequenily 
the  faft  friend  of  public  order  and  happinefs.     Re- 
ligion inculcates  obedience  to  the  laws  and  to  the 
magiilracy,  as  a  neceffary  expredion  of  our  regard 
to  liberty  and  our  country.     The  King,  as  chief 
magiftrate  is  entitled  to  a  reverence  and  rcfpeQ, 
which  it  is  criminal  to  withhold  from  him  :    there 
is  a  particular  deference  and  homage  due  to  civil 
magiftrates,  on  account  of  their    offices  and  Ra- 
tions :  and  therefore  every  one  is  bound  by  ail  the 
means  in  his  power  to  ftrengthen  their  hands  and 
give  weight  to  their  exertions  in   the  difcharge  of 
their  feveral  duties :    As  St.  Paul  obferves — '•  Be 
fubjeft  to  rulers  not  only  through  the   fear  of  the 
law,  but  for  confcienc-e  fake ;   for  rulers  are  mini- 
fters  of  God,  and  avengers  for  executing  wrath  on 
K  2  all 
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all  that  do  evil." — Religion  teaches  us  to  give 
due  d'gnity  and  honour  to  men  in  power,  and  re-, 
probates  every  difpofition  to  treat  them  with  rude- 
nefs  and  infuh.  It  is  furprifiiig  to  read  how  olten 
and  with  what  epiphafis  the  [acred  writers  repeat 
and  inculcate  the  precept  of  fubordinalion  and 
fubmilTion  to  lawful  fuperiors,  as  the  great  eflential 
duty  of  fubjefts. 

Our  modem  zealots  therefore,  whofpurn  at  pub- 
lic authority,  and  throw  afide  that  refped'iil  de- 
meanour towards  perfons  invePicd  with  it,  which 
the  order  of  fociety  requires,  anc|  who  are  ever 
ready  x.oJpeak  evil  of  theix  rulers,  commence  gene- 
rally their  plans,  by  endeavouring  to  weaken;  the 
influence  of  religious  obfervances,  by  relaxing  the 
obligations  of  virtue,  and  introducing  new-fangled 
adorations  of  perverted  reafon  and  murderous  equa- 
lity. The  overthrow  of  religious  decorum  they 
know  to  be  a  necefTary  ftep  of  depravity  leading  to 
irreligion  and  atheifm — from  which  follows  that, 
fyltem  of  barbarity  and  anarchy  which  fubvert 
thofe  rights  and  overwhelm  that  well-regulated  li- 
berty, which  Government  is  inftituted  to  proteft, 
I  will  afk;  is  not  a  fpirit  of  irreligion,  a  ridicule 
of  obfervances,  a  difregard  of  the  miniflers  of  the 
gofpel,  the  favouiite  cant  and  topic  among  thofe 
who  are  the  moft  violent  declaimcrs  againit  Go- 
vernment at  this  hour  ?  \Vhile  on  ih€  facrcdfubje^ 

of 
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uf  religion,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  one  material  and 
confoling  obfervation.  Tnanks  to  the  favour  and 
goodneis  of  Providence,  the  enormities  and  avowed 
infidelity  of  the  Gallic  Reformers  loft  them  the 
good  opinion  of  almolt  all  whom  their  firfl  mode- 
rate prufeflions  of  liberty  had  gained  over.  The 
violation  of  all  morality,  the  contempt  of  religious 
obfervances,  created  a  rapid  difguft  among  fenfi- 
ble  men.  The  ridiculous  rites,  the  variety  of 
new-fangled  fuperditions  which  modern  philofophy 
erefled  on  the  ruins  of  chrillianity,  eftranged  and 
alienated  all  Britons  of  fober  and  regular  chriflian 
converfatiou.  A  zeal  for  well-regulated  liberty  in 
Englifhmen,  weakens  not  their  attachment  to  the 
precepts  of  a  meek  and  lowly  Redeemer,  nor  in- 
clines them  to  forget  the  noble,  and  falutary  trutli* 
of  religion. 

Which  is  the  man  in  this  country,  cherifliing  a 
fenfe  of  religious  duty,  that  can  for  a  moment  bear 
the  terrible  reflexion  or  fpeQacle  of  a  whole  na- 
tion, hurried  on  by  the  wildeft  flights  of  furious 
Republicanifm,  calling  afide  the  chriflian  obferv- 
ance  of  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord,  and  fpurning  the 
moft  facred  obligations  which  in  civil  fociety  bind 
man  to  man  ? 

It  is  clear  that  if  we  recognize  the  obfervance 
of  the  Sabbath-day,  as  an  undoubted  inflitution  and 

com- 
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command  of  God,  *  we  muft  execrate  the  innova- 
tion, and  deprecate  the  contagion  of  French  infi- 
delity. To  the  honour  of  Britifh  fubjefts,  there 
is  no  people  by  whom  the  day  fet  apart  for  divine 
worfhip,  for  religious  inRruftion,  and  hearing  the 
word  of  God,  is  more  ftriftly  obferved  :  If  it  is 
then  an  error  to  be  contented  with  a  form  of  go- 
vernment from  which  we  derive  the  folid  privileges 
of  religious  worfhip,  and  proteftion  of  property 
and  perfon,  it  is  fuch  a  delightful  one,  that  we 
wifii  to  continue  in  it.  We  would  therefore  coun- 
fel  modern  State  Reformers  to  turn  their  thoughts 

to 


•  Mr.  Theliv.~ll  aims  an  oblique  blow  at  religion,  by  accu- 
fing  tVie  parifh  or  other  churtiies  and  chapi;Is,  in  ccmmunion 
with  the  eftablithed  church,  of  a  devoiion  to  Ariftccracy.  in  ap- 
pointing •'  pews  to  feparate  ihe  rich  from  the  pocr — who  are 
buffered  to  be  chilled  in  the  aifles,"_ar.d  ether  fach  remarks. — 
This  is  fo  far  from  true,  that  it  is  a  particular  inftrui^ion  in 
mod  churches,  to  the  pew-opcners,  to  admit  perfons  of  every 
rank  into  pews,  whofe  fober  decent  appearance  gives  them  a 
claim  to  fuch  indulgence; 

If  Mr.  Thelwall  gives  himfelf  the  trouble  to  vifi:  any  of  the 
parilh  churches  of  Our  metropolis,  he  will  find  every  poDihie 
attenion  and  accommodation  for  thofe  in  the  humble  cbfles  of 
life;  and  what  is  more,  he  will  behold  in  thofe  very  people, 
whom  he  wifhes  to  alienate  from  their  places  of  vvorfliip,  a  fe- 
rious  and  folemn  propriety  of  condufl  and  religious  decorum, 
cot  to  be  relaxed  or  ovei thrown  by  infidious  and  barefaced  in- 
iinuations. 
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to  difcharge  well  the  duties  of  their  refpe£l;ive  cal- 
lings without  affefting  legiflative  confequence.      - 
To  bring  my  obfervations  towards  a 

CONCLUSION, 

allow  me  to  anfwer  the   charges  fo  numeroufiy 

brought  forward  againfl;  Mr.  Burke 

Were  we  to  take  the  fimple  affertions  of  the  an- 
gry fcribes,  we  fliould  fuppofe  there  was  no  dan- 
ger now  to  Liberty  but  from  Mr.  Burke — He  is 
the  inftrument  (defcribed  in  numerous  long-wind- 
ed pages)  chat  mud  overturn  Britilh  liberties  :  a 
new  kind  of  monfler,  whofe  deformity  is  fo  expo- 
fed,  that  were  it  a  true  pifture,  that  is  made  oF 
him,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  frigbten  children, 
and  make  women  mifcarry  at  the  fight  of  it. 

It  is  this  has  led  me  to  enquire  into  the  articles 
of  his  political  faith :  and  1  am  not  afhamed  to 
confefs,  I  prefer  them  to  other  favourite  creeds  of 
the  day,  which  the  irafcible,  refined,  would  be 
Statefmen  of  Chalk-farm  nolorieiy  wilh  to  impofe 
upon  us. 

The  uncommon  liberality  of  his  fentimcnts,  in 
numerous  trafts ;  the  ufeful  information,  the  falu- 
tary  advice,  the  flrenuous  exertion,  to  remove 
from  Britifh  liberty  the  mod  alarming  evils,  are 
the  conftant  theme  of  unqualified  cenfure  with  the 

noxious 
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noxious  fry  of  the  quill — Unfortunately  for  thoft! 
pariizans,  we  have  before  us  the  labours  of  an  in* 
duftrious  fcholar  and  eminent  {latefman,  totecom- 
inend  him  to  our  moft  particular  regards  :  and  iho' 
his  friends  and  an  anxious  public  were  lately  much 
alarmed  about  his  ftatc  of  health,  yet  we  iruft  he 
will  {lill  be  fpared,  to  witnefs  an  honourable,  fo- 
lid,  and  permanent  pacification;  and  to  conti- 
nue his  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  literature,  of 
mankind,  and  of  national  honour.  How  great 
mud  be  the  fatisfaftion  of  declining  age,  to  have 
received  the  mod  ample  approbation  of  the  firft 
and  moft  learned  Univerfities  and  Academies  of 
Europe  ?  We  have  all  read  the  public  documents 
to  his  honour  and  abilities,  communicated  by  the 
highefl;  charafters  as  well  as  the  bed  informed  men, 
bearing  teftimony  to  the  fublimity,  utility  and  ef" 
ficacy  of  his  writings.  The  deep  wound  inflifled 
on  the  focial  and  domeftic  comforts  of  the  good 
man,  though  gradually  healing  iji  the  parental  bo- 
fom,  by  the  confolations  of  religious  fortitude,  is 
ftill  green  in  the  regrets  and  fympathy  of  an  ad- 
miring public — Who  witnefled  in  the  fon,  the  early 
and  endearing  commencement  of  public  life, 
mud  acknowledge  that  an  honed  ardour,  a  perfe- 
vering  patriotifm,  a  youthful  fire  tempered  by  fage 
paternal  counfel,  prefaged  unexampled  fuccefs  in 
the  purfuits  of  life.     In  defiance  of  the  allurements 

of 


(    73    ) 

cFmidniglit  orgies,  the  bane  oFBritifii  youth,  the 
late  Richard  Burke  cuhivated  the  felett  circle  of 
private  friendfhip,  and,  like  Mr.  Fox,  by  his  own 
highly  honourable  confeffion,  fought  improvement 
from  the  fpeeclies  and  converfations  of  thofc  \vhom 
his  father  revered  and  loved  :  thus  iloringhis  mind 
with  the  feelings,  the  fentimcnts  of  the  gicateft 
men  in  the  country.  It  is  no  extravagant  fum- 
mary  of  his  merits,  to  fayt  hat  he  has  not  left 
behind  him  his  fuperior  in  genius  and  zeal  for  the 
public  fervice.  Shall  we  not  then  exclaim  wiih  the 
Roman,  lamenting  his  departed  friend,  Virgil  — 
h  Quis  defidcriofit  pudor  aut  modus  lam  chari  capitis  ? 

Again  I  will  enquire — 
What  is  the  guilt  of  Mr,  Burke  ?  *    He  has  expo- 
fed 


•  As  none  mud  efcape  the  feverity  of  reprehenfion,  ihe  No- 
ble Earl  Fitzwilli^m,  is  brought  in,  to  be  coupLd  with  Mr. 
■Buike,  in  the  accul'ation  of  promoting  the  war,  &c. — The 
merit  cf  conCllency  is  indeed  accorded  to  thofe  illufirious  per- 
fcnages,  in  oppoling  the  idea  of  negocia;ion  with  France, 
which,  it  appears,  'tis  the  intention  of  an  arrogant  Direftcry 
to  render  abortive 

The  unfiiliied  honour,  the  marly  conn^^ent  conduifl  of  Earl 
Fltzwilliam  is  beyand  th.-  praifi  of  th^  humble  \vri;er  o.'  t  lefe 
iheets.  Thoug'i  he  controi'crt  the  a|.ptehenfi3n  of  emigration, 
}  et  1  mod  earntflly  concur  in  the  opinion  that  it  -  ill  require, 
when  ever  Peace  takes  place,  the  uimolt  caution  and  coercive 
v.gil.incerf  Minifters  and  Magiftrates  to  counteract  tir  end'-a- 
■»oaf;- cf  batdy  incendiaries  from   Franc?,  »vHo  will  no:  f'il  lo 

L  fpre*i 
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fed  the   evil    of  maiming  and  fplitting  fociety  : 
With  the  confcious  falisfaClion  of  a  pure  and  good 
heart ;  in  the  ftile  of  true  friendfl>}p  to  mankind* 
he  dehghts  in  the  exertions  of  benevolence;    To 
men  in  the  higher  ranks,  he  deals  out  merited  re- 
prehenfion,  for  aiming  to  diRurb  the  repofe  of  fo- 
ciety  by  ambition  and  craft ;  while  to  thofe  in  the 
humble  walk  of  life,  he  inculcates  the  leflbn  of  in- 
dullry,  fubordination  and  quiet ;    teaching  thenv 
by  every  endearing  influence  to  cherilh  thofe  dif- 
pofitions,  which  form  the  chief  ingredients  of  hu- 
man felicity  ;  which  open  to  them  fources  of  con- 
folation  hidden  from  others,  and  endue  them  with 
that  fortitude,  which  will  "  fet  them  up  as  upon  a 

rock," 


pread  themfelves  over  the  country,  under  the  fpecious  ftietv  of 
trade,  in  order  to  fow  their  pernicious  doftrines  and  deftruc* 
live  principles  ar.iong  <  ur  indullrioas  manufaflurers. 

What  Briton  can  read  with  patience  the  lludied  hauteur  and 
infolence  in  the  anfwers  of  the  French  Miniller  to  the  mild  tone 
of  explanation  and  diplomatic  ul'age,  employed  by  Lord  Maim- 
fl)ury — Our  honell  Negociator  in  the  plain  expreflion  of  good 
faith  and  candour,  fteks  to  open  the  ground  ot  fair  difcuffion, 
to  accomplifli  a  general  pacification — \v\\h  keen  duplicity  and 
artful  cvafion,  the  French  Miuift'r  flies  from  the  plain  ftik  of 
honed  intention,  and  aims  to  puzzle  and  impede  the  negocia" 
tion — This  language  of  double  dealing  caonot  fail  lo  roufe  the 
Britifh  energies  and  refourccs  to  the  utmoii  extent  and  ampli- 
tude, in  the  prol'ecution  of  the  war,  if  conticued  by  a  ferocious 
enemy  ia  contempt  of  lue  pacific  difpotitions  of  our  Cabinet. 
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rock,"  againfl  which  the  tempeft  may  violently 
beat,  but  which  it  cannot  fliake. 

To  men  of  high  birth  and  opulence  Mr.  Burke 
charges,  as  highly  criminal,  thofe  principles  of  in- 
temperate zeal,  by  which  they  held  out  falfe  lights, 
to  the  uninformed  and  credulous:  exafperating 
and  goading  them  by  mifreprefentation,  nourifh- 
ing  dangerous  hopes;  thus  jnfufing  a  double  por- 
tion of  bitternefs  into  the  cup  of  calamity,  and 
fliarpening  the  edge  of  the  fword,  which  the  law 
lifted  up  to  fmite  the  feditious.  With  honell  bold- 
nefs,  he  tells  the  chief  agitators  that  by  the  energy 
of  falutary  laws  and  neceffary  coercion,  the  edi- 
fice of  fedition,  of  treafon,  is  fallen  to  the  ground  : 
by  art  and  chicane  of  fuuation,  they  efcape  the 
crulh,  which  their  fecret  intrigues  merit,  while 
many  of  the  inflruments  of  their  defigns  lie  pro- 
ftrate  and  forlorn,  with  profpefls  comfortlefs  on 
every  fide. 

To  thofe  in  the  middle  (lation,  and  in  the  low- 
er ranks  of  laborious  life,  he  paints  in  the  (lyle 
of  perfuafive  truth  the  fatal  efFefts  of  civil  com- 
motion, and  defcribes  the  antidote  to  the  de- 
ftruftive  poifon,  and  its  attendant  evils.  The  ani- 
mated pencil  of  this  great  mafter,  like  the  dew 
drops  from  heaven,  have  invigorated  and  flrength- 
ened  the  public  mind,  and  taught  Engliflimen  the 
divine  leffon  of  contentment — a  rich  and  balmy 
cordial,  which  produces  *•  peace  on  earth  and 
La  good 
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good  will  among  men,"  which  difpofes  ihe  mind  in 
political  affairs  to  truft  to  llic  wifdom  0/  the  powers 
Jet  ovtr  ui,  and  which  never  fails  to  conciliate  the 
afFetiion  of  our  Governurs,  with  the  fupport  and 
favour  of  Heaven. 

To  fuch  god-like  purpofes  the  good  man  de- 
lights to  apply  the  leidne  of  age, 

Senectukm  et  Otiinn  cum  dignUate, 
ImprelDng  on  the  hearts  of  all,  the  juft  latitude  of 
freedom,  which  is  afforded  to  every  individual  by 
our  happy  ConPiiluiion ;  expoGng  the  dangers  of 
innovation  and  liceniioufnefs,  from  the  terrors 
and  malTacre  with  which  they  have  been  attended 
in,  France;  and  thus,  by  aQing  the  part  of  a 
friendly,  beneficent  Monitor,  gradually  remov- 
ing from  the  minds  of  the  deluded  and  the  turbu- 
lent, the  poifon  of  difcontcnt,  and  even  the  flight- 
ed wifli  to  injure  the  glorious  edifice  of  Brilifh 
Government. 

I  will  next  afl-: — what  are  thofe  never  to  be  for- 
given fins,  committed  by  Mr.  Windha.m,  againft^ 
the  oppofiiion,  which  have  fo  fliarpened  the  edge 
of  calumny,  and  brought  down  upon  that  Gentle- 
man the  vengeful  "enthufiafiic  rancour"  of  the 
party-writers  through  many  a  laboured  page  ? 

Mr.  Windham,  in  unifon  with  many  of  his 
friends,  among  the  firll  charaflers  in  the  nation, 
early   confeffed  the  necefllty  of  the  War,    and 

joined 
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joined  the  virtuous  and  the  good,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  holhlities,  as  a  meafure  of  national  fe- 
curity  and  domeftic  quiet,  againll  the  contagion 
of  French  principles.  Though  long  hoftiie  to  Mr. 
Pitt's  adminiftration  in  other  refpeQs,  yet  influ- 
enced by  the  irrefillible  argument.  Pro  Rege  ct 
Pdtria,  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  gave  up 
not  only  his  oppofuion,  but  his  attachments —  for- 
got all  former  preponeffion,  in  confideration  of 
the  public  danger,  and  nobly  coalefced,  in  order 
to  give  all  the  weight  and  affiiiancc  which  a  war  of 
inch  imminent  neceflity  requires  from  every  real 
ft  lend  of  Britain's  profperity. 

Men,  whofe  breafls  glow  with  the  pureft  flame 
ofBritifh  Patriotifm  and  rational  liberty,  could  ill 
brook  and  endure  the  fcenes  of  carnage,  the  un- 
exampled horrors  that  overwhelmed  a  neighbour- 
ing country,  under  colour  of  Revolution :  They 
ihuddered  at  the  fpe8acle  of  a  mild  unaflliming 
Monarch,  enflaved  and  imprifoned  in  his  capital, 
and,  after  a  mock  trial,  dragged  to  an  ignominious 
fcafFold,  without  being  convifted  of  crime.  They 
turned  away  with  abhorrence  from  the  dreadful 
piQure  which  France  exhibited  of  blood  ftreaming 
daily  from  the  guillotine — of  an  immolated  Oucen, 
outraged  even  in  death,  by  atrogious  imputations 
and  grofs  falfities ;  they  deprecated  that  horrible 

DcclarS' 
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Declaration*,  which  held  out  encouragement  and 
aid  to  the  partifans  of  violence  and  mobocracy, 
k>  every  kingdom ;  threatening  the  fubverfion  of 
all  eftablifhments,  and  overwhelming  law  and  re- 
ligion. They  felt  that  they  were  bound  by  all 
thefe  confiderations  to  give  the  aid  of  their  influ- 
ence and  abilities,  to  reduce  that  enormous  power 
which  aimed  a  vital  ftab  at  the  liberties  of  every 
country  under  heaven. 

The  noble  leaders  of  the  Portland  interefl,  after 
jnature  deliberation  on  the  urgency  of  imperious 

circum- 


•  I  allude  to  the  Decree  of  Fraternity,  penned  by  Cambon, 
fo  nightly  palTed  over,  as  the  mere  iffue  of  its  "  tin-brained 
Author."  But  admitting  Cambon  to  have  been  an  imbecile, 
from  being  twice  trepanned,  may  we  not  infer,  from  the  wri- 
ter's own  remark,  that  the  Cowvintion  muft  have  been  all  in  a 
fimilar  flate  ofimbecillity  or  madnefs;  all  equally  tin-brained, 
to  have  admitted,  applauded,  and  corfirmcd  by  Decree,  the 
general  anathema  Bgain!\  all  eftablifticd  Governments  f 

But  why  is  this  decree  of/ratentity  pafled  over  with  fuch  /len- 
der animadverfion  ?  Becaufe  it  contains  the  moft  politive  and 
incontrovertible  arguments  againll  all  the  tinfel  glare  cf  mc^bo- 
cratic  declamat'on — becaufe  that  Angle  decree  conveyed  more 
leal  matter  ot  provoca.ion  and  ir.lult  againft  the  honour, 
crown,  and  dignity  of  thofe  Realms,  than  all  the  other  law* 
of  the  Apoftles  of  tnc  new  fangled  liberty.  It  vias,  therefore, 
too  tender  a  ground  to  dwell  upon  ;---the  horror  of  it  was 
afterwards  too  apparent  rot  to  be  refcinded  ;---but  th£  poifon 
had  gone  fonh,  and  mifcbief  had  tajcen  root. 
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circumftanccs,  and  afluatcd  by  a  laudable  zeal, 
facrificed  Oppofition  at  the  flirine  of  virtuous  con- 
vi£lion,  joined  their  integrity  and  talents  with  the 
knowledge  and  eloquence,  which  diftinguiflied 
the  Adminiftration  :  and  all  are  now  employed 
in  arduous  exertions  for  the  good  of  the  Empire. 

With  the  livelieft  gratitude,  afFeQion,  and  admi- 
ration, the  Nation  beheld  the  happy  union  among 
great  and  liberal  minds,  which  gave  an  earneft  of 
combined  exertion  and  probity ;  and  raifed  the 
highelt  expeflation  that,  by  fuch  a  coalition,  the 
Mei»bers  of  which,  as  well  in  private  as  in  public 
life,  are  acknowledged  truly  generous  and  dif- 
interefted  both  in  fentiment  and  praftice,  the  re- 
fources  of  the  country  would  be  called  up,  to  the 
mod  'decided  meafures,  to  the  moR  vigorous  and 
extenfive  operations,  for  the  fecurity  and  perma- 
nency of  our  Conftitution. 

■  As  Mr.  Windham  is  aimed  at  with  more  than 
common  animofuy,  in  recent  pamphlets,  I  trufl: 
that  Gentleman  will  have  the  candour  not  to  im- 
pute to  adulation  in  the  writer  of  thefe  pages,  the 
juft,  unbought  homage  of  praife.  Indeed,  Mr. 
Windham  needs  not  a  pancgyritt  :  his  views  are  fin- 
cere  and  patriotic  :  the  brilliancy  of  his  oratory 
overwhelms  his  adverfary ;  and  the  conciic  neat- 
nefs  and  nerve  of  his  language  convey  the  fenti- 
inents  of  an  unbiaffed  and  upright  fenator.     He 

loves 
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loves  his  country,  its  liberties,  and  laws ;  ahd 
where  the  facred  rights  of  Kivg  and  ConJiiMion  are 
attempted  to  be  invaded,  he  takes  that  aflive  and 
fpirjted  part  againft  Oppofition,  which  has  raifed 
the  ncft.  of  hornels, — ihc  envenomed  fhafts  of  male- 
volence— the  "  enthufiaftic  rancour"  of  faflion. 

The  grofs   and   unprovoked  flile   of  reproach 
againft  the  Right   Hon.    Lord   Grenville,  de- 
ferves  no  nctice. — 'Tis  the  puny  effort  of  party 
rancour,  which  the   dignity  and  unfullied  honour 
oi    his  Lordfhip's  ofEcial  condu8,  fully  repels.— 
His  Lordfliip  has   long  been  eminent  in  lhe« ani- 
mated fcenes  of  public  pairiotifm,  and  fills  one  of 
the  firft  and  moft  arduous  lituations  in  the  Govern- 
ment with  no  lefs  honour  to  himfelf,  than  utility 
and  zeal  for  the  public  fervice.     The  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  the  high,  important  duties  of  Secretary 
of  State,  gives  the  lie  direft  to  the  foul  infinuationj 
of  morofe  or  boorijh  language,  in  his  official  com- 
munications with  any,  even  the  mofl  humble  in- 
dividual.   On  the  contrary,  his  Lordfhip's  abilities, 
merits,  and  gentleman-like  manners  have  long  been 
the  theme  of  general  ref'peft  and  admiration.     In 
his  official  fituation,  his  Lordfhip  has,  with  greater 
affiduity  and  fucccfs  than  perhaps   any  that  went 
before  him,  invefligated  the  elements  and  fources 
of  our  commerce  and  finances  ;  and  has  more  than 
once  ftruck  Oppofition  dumb  by  the  irrefiftible 

prelfure 
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ptelfufe  of  found  argument.  Thefe  are  ftubborn 
fa£ls  which  no  declamatory  vociferation  or  fo- 
phiftry  can  controvert  or  difprove ;  which  no 
"  churlidi,  fnarling  growl'*  of  malevolence. — no 
*•  clownifh  dillikc  to  a  reconciliation"  can  invali- 
date. His  Lordfhip's  eminent  fervices  (with  thofe 
of  Lord  Liverpool  and  Mr.  Dandas,  who  are  alfo 
dragged  into  the  mire  of  inveftive  and  perfonajity, 
by  the  chafte  writers  of  the  day)  are  acknowledged 
by  commercial  men,  with  a  mixture  of  love  and 
gratitude  ;  and  have  been  frequently  noticed  by 
the  heads  of  our  great  trading  companies,  whofe 
good  opinion  and  efteem  every  man  in  official 
ttauon  muft  be  principally  defirous  to  obtain. 

Equally  refpeBable  for  the  amiable  qualities  of 
private  life,  thefe  great  perfonages,  in  their  families, 
in  their  neighbourhood,  in  the  country,  difplay, 
amid  the  fplendid  hofpitalities  of  official  dignity, 
the  pureft  patterns  of  moral  excellence;  and  by 
their  attentions  to  agricultural  improvements  are 
greatly  endeared  to  all  around  them. 

1  will  make  no  long  comment  on  the  favourite— 
**  Mr.  Fox,  and  his  few  firm  Aflbciates,  whofc 
merit  is  increafed  by  the  fmajlnefs  of  their  num- 
ber."* 

Well 


•  I  ihould  be  forry  to  apply  to  Mr.  Fox.  whofe   talsnts  I 
greatly  edcem.  whai  Mr.  Gisbon  i'o  forcibly  remarks  of  the 

M  celebrated 
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Well  a  day  !  What  an  hypothefis  ? 

No  man  doubts  the  abilities,  the  fhining  powers 
of  Mr.  Fox;  and  every  ftedfafl;  EnglUhman, — 
while  he  gives  his  confidence  and  fupport  to  the 
prefent  Adminiftration,  and  refolves  with  invin- 
cible conftancy  and  courage  to  cling  to  the  King 
and  Con/litUtion,  againft  all  the  combined  enemies 
of  either,  every  good  Englifliman,  I  fay,  rejoices 
that  there  is  Pjch  a  man  as  Mr.  Fox  in  oppofition  ; 
becaufe  it  is  a  maxim  with  Englifhmen,  that  no 
Minifter  is  infallible ;  and  therefore,  the  falutary 
check  of  eminent  talents  has  ever  been  a  defidera^ 
turn  in  Britiih  politics. 

One  long  ranting  period,  indeed,  claims  feme 

animadverfion. "  But   rather    than   Mr  Fox 

fliould 


celebrated  Neckar : — "  It  is  true  that  Neckar  vvilhed  to  be 
carried  on  the  (houlders  of  the  people;  and  that  he  haj  been 
#uined  by  the  democracy  which  he  had  raifed." 

But  I  will,  with  pleafure,  remind  Mr.  Fox  and  his  few  firm 
Aflbciates,  of  a  particular  paffage  from  Gibbon's  epiftolary 
correfpondence  from  Laufanne — 

"  The  French  fpread  fo  m^ny  lies  about  the  fentiments  of 
the  Englilh  nation,  that  I  wifh  the  mcft  confiderable  men,  of 
all  parties  and  defcriptions,  would  unite  in  ff^me  public  afl, 
declairing  themfelves  facisfied  and  refolved  to  fupport  our  pre. 
fent  Gonftitution. — S«ch  a  deekration. would  have  a  wonder- 
ful efFeft  in  liurope ;  and,  were  I  thought  worthy,  I  myfelf 
would  be  proud  to  fubfcribe  itl  f  h'ave  a  mind  to  fend  fome- 
thing  of  a  (ketch— fuch  as  all  tliinking  men  might  adopt." 
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Ihould  difgrace  himfelf  with  any  participation  in 
the  deflruftivc  projeQs  of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  (a 
fpeculation  which  the  court  cant  has  of  late  very 
afTiduoufiy  cultivated)  I  had  rather  behold  him  fe- 
pulchred,"  &c.  This,  indeed,  is  founding  the 
knell  of  the  party ;  this  is  tolling  political  death  to 
Mr.  Fox. 

Miftake  and  mifapprehenfion  are  to  be  lamented, 
though  not  eafily  cured  j  being  fo  much  adapted 
to  the  corrupt  nature  of  mankind  ; — but  it  is  hard 
that  men  will  not  only  invent  ill  names  and  repre- 
henfion,  but  they  will  alfo  wreft  and  mifmterpret 
the  beft  intentions.  So  terrified  are  the  party  ex- 
peftants  at  a  reconciling  found,  that  they  raife  a 
deafening  clamour  to  prevent  its  being  heard; 
left  it  fhould  induce  a  ferious  refleflion  and  ho- 
nourable refolution  in  their  principals,  to  prefer 
agreement,  harmony,  concord  and  coalition,  be- 
fore difcord  and  violence. 

What !  fhould  the  probity  andopennefs  of  Mi- 
nifters  fail  of  due  effeft  upon  the  Government  of 
France ;  ftiould  this  Empire  be  called  upon,  by  the 
contumacy  of  the  Ruling  Powers  of  France,  aided 
by  the  perfidy  and  felf-dcftru£live  policy  of  Spain, 
leagued  againft  us,  to  put  forth  a  courage  worthy 
of  its  ancient  charaQer,  and  fuitable  to  the  preffure 
of  circumftances, — fhali,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  Englifh- 
Eien  be  found  who  are  faid  to  be  fit  "  to  be  con- 

fecratcd 
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fccrated  by  unfullied  bonoar  to  the  admiration  of 
after-ages,"  who  will  not  be  "  roufed  to  Englilh 
energies?" 

Shall  Engliflimen,  otherwife  of  good  eftimaiion, 
charafler  and  abilities,  be  found  fo  inveterate  and 
implacable  in  oppofuion,  as  "  not  to  be  fubdued 
into  concord  or  co-operation"  in  any  poffible  emer- 
gency of  the  State  ?*  This  is  a  heavy  and  grie- 
vous charge.  There  is  then  no  cure  for  this  or- 
der of  men, — no  expedient  to  be  propofed,  iho' 
the  paucity  of  numbers  precludes  them  from  the 
capability  of  forming  an  efficient  cabinet.  From 
the  language  quoted  jufl  now,  it  would  feera  that 
even  fliould  his  Majefty  gracioully  condefcend  to 

require 

»  For  the  fikc  of  general  unanimity, ivould  to  Heaven  foma 
Jkilful  hand  might,  in  the  prefent  circumlbnces,  when  all  the 
energies  and  refources  of  the  Empire  mull  be  called  tp  for  the 
public  fafety  againft  the  inlatiate  ambiiion  of  our  foes,  lay  fuck 
a  foundacion  of  healing  and  uniting  a!l  fefls  and  parties,  that 
even  in  this  lirft  Seffioa  of  a  new  Pafbament,  the  feeds  of  dif- 
ferences and  animofitics  between  the  feveral  contending  fides, 
may  be  for  ever  deftrcyed  ;  and  a'l  ihe  ability  at>d  talent  of  the 
nation  be  brought  happily  into  one  accord,  to  ihi-ut  vfonfull^ 
iogeihcr  for  ihe  general  good. 

i  truly  rcfpeft  the  powers  of  Mr.  Yix  and  his  itti  firm  af- 
focia:es ;  arduil  not  therefore  tr.ink  (o  indifferently  of  them 
as  (0  fuppole,  that,  ihould  oqr  earoeil  endeavours  to  attain 
Pica  Lecome  void  and  of  none  eff.-iS,  they  will  rot  fhew  them- 
felves  ferioufly  and  gcneroufiy  incl  red  to  unite  with  his  Ma- 
jefly's  Minilters  at  this  arduous  criils :— 1(  is  indeed  acosfum- 
Ri  tion  devoutly  to  be  wiAed. 
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require  an  union  of  intercfts;  a  cordial  co-opera- 
tion of  abilities  asd  parties,  "  melting  into  the 
common  current  of  Britilh  feeling,"  for  the  welfare 
and  falvation  of  thecountiy — no  treaty  or  concert 
can  be  accomplifhed  with  any  faflion.  It  would 
feem  they  have  left  themfelvcs  no  free  will — they 
^re  fo  muzzled  by  party-zeal,  fo  tied  by  vows,  and 
kept  up  by  fuch  unchangeable  maxims  of  combi- 
nation, that  they  are  to  be  left  as  defperate  pa- 
tients, and  looked  upon  as  men  that  will  continue 
in  an  eternal  ftate  of  hoftility,  'till  the  nation  is 
entirely  fubdued  to  their  wills  and  opinions. 

Is  it  ncceflary  to  ftate  of  what  temper  they  arc, 
what  arguments  are  the  moft  likely  to  prevail  upon 
them,  or  how  far  it  is  advifeable  for  Government 
to  conciliate  men,  who  avow  they  are  not  capable 
of  being  treated  with,  if  the  fcribes  are  the  true 
retailers  of  their  fentiments  ? 

Is  then  the  whole  faving  wifdom  of  the  country 
concentrated  in  "  Mr.  Fox  and  the  few  firm  af- 
fociates  ?"  Mult  the  long  and  approved  Admini. 
ftration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  united  now  and  blended  inti- 
mately, indiflblubly,  with  the  Portland  integrity, 
ability,  and  powers,  ftriivC  to  a  difunited,  difcor- 
dant  party  ?  When  that  man,  to  whom  Mr.  Fox 
with  the  tear  of  grateful  fenlibility,  avowed  before 
the  naiion,  he  owed  all  he  pofTelied  of  abilny  and 

talents 
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talents  in  public  life,*  when  that  man — to  whom 
religion,  law,  and  government,  are  fo  greatly  in- 
debted for  a  manly  defence  againft  infidelity,  athc- 
ilm  and  anarchy^-with  a  manly  burft  of  public 
feeling,  abandoned  the  party :  When  the  man  of  ac- 
knowledged probity,  againft  whom,  though  com- 
mon place  inveClive  and  party-zeal  may  work  in- 
ceflantly  to  traduce  his  public  conducl,  none  how- 
ever 


•  In  a  debate  on  the  rerommitment  of  the  Quebec  Bill-- 
May  6th,  1791 — Mr.  Fox  made  this  canclic',  declaration— 
"  That  he  had  learned  more  from  Mr.  Burke,  than  frcm  all 
books  and  all  men — that  all  his  political  knowledge  was 
drawn  from  Mr.  Burke's  writings,  fpeechci,  and  familiar  con- 
verfations,  &c. 

In  the  fanie  year,  the  Univer/ity  of  Dublin,  in  full  ccnvoca- 
tJcn,  ur.animoafly  conferred  the  honorary  degree  of  Do<3or  of 
Laws,  on  the  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke,  a  the pziwr- 
ful  advceatt  0/  the  CoKjlttution,  the  friind  of  public  nrdir,  -vir' 
tae,  and  the  hupptncjs  of  mankina. 

"  With  fuch,  and  numerous  other  public  teflirnonies  (as 
was  well  obfcrved  fome  days  ago  in  a  morning  paper)  Mr.  Burke 
may  well  remain  filentand  fatitfied  :  they  are  a  complete  an- 
f*crto  the  puny  fcribblers  of  the  prcfent  day— and  yet  from  the 
petulant  attacks  that  are  daily  made  on  Mr.  Burke's  fame,  and 
lavour  vvith  his  Sovereign,  we  might  fuppofe  he  was  the  weak- 
tfi  of  al!  political  writers — if  not  the  moll  worihlefs  of  all  public 
men — The  authorities  we  have  adduced,  muft  be  allowed  com- 
petent aad  unimpeachable'." 
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ever  turbulent  or  furious,  have  dared  to  whifper  a 
word  of  reproach  to  fully  the  luftre  of  upright  in- 
tention and  purity  of  foul — When  the  incorrupti- 
ble Portland,  and  his  few  real  friends  joined  his 
Majelly's  Councils — Did  they  leave  behind,  with 
the  remnant  or  offal  of  party,  all  their  judgment, 
integrity  and  talents? — No — they  felt  it  a  duty,  by 
reciprocal  communications  of  public  fpirit,  and 
union,  to  add  to  the  fum  of  general  exertion  for  the 
public  weal :  they  felt,  and  eRabliflied  the  maxim, 
that  in  political  life  the  anguidi  of  feparation  fiiould 
ever  yield  to  the  dangers  which  the  State  may  fuf- 
fer  from  the  views  or  frailties  of  friends. 

Again — muil  an  infulted  Monarch,  fo  lately  cf- 
caped  from  maddened  agitators,  from  a  murderous 
banditti,  facrifice  his  better  judgment,  and  dif- 
card  his  Minifters,  in  compliance  with  the  outcries 
of  a  Thelwall,  or  any  hot-brained  zealots  ?*. 

Mull  the  coUefted  fenfe  of  the  people,  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament ;  mud  the  numerous  refpec- 
table  characters,  that  have  brought  with  them  to 

the 


•  Mr.  Thelwall,  unwittingly,  pays  the  higheft  compliment 
to  the  loyalty  and  unanimity  cf  EngliQjraen,  at  the  dole  of 
his  Pamphlet,  where,  in  the  defponding  attitude  cfhopelefs 
extremity,  in  all  th:  pomp  of  woe,  he  deplores  the  cold  unfo- 
cial  indifference  of  the  publ'c  tawards  himfelf :  the  Pandemo- 

niuo) 
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the  augufl  Houre  of  Commons,  the  yet  warm  ap-* 
plaufes,  diftinftion,  and  confidence  of  the  nation; 
— Muft  they  facrifice  their  opinions  and  difeern- 
ment  to  the  humour  and  animofity  of  a  {keleton 
oppofition  ?  Muft  the  Rep'-efentatives  of  the  Peo- 
ple bow  to  the  lafh  of  reprehenfion,  to  the  acri- 
mony of  party  writers  ? 

If  the  fpirit  in  which  fome  men  have  fpoken  of 
the  exifting  Lcgiflature,  which  they  have  been 
pleafed  to  ftile  opprejfors  of  the  people,  provokes  fe- 
vere  reflexions,  they  have  none  to  blame  but 
themfelves :  Out  of  their  own  mouths  we  may 
yaA^t;.  modern  Reformen :  If  virulent  inveftives  on 
the  government  and  religion  of  the  country  are 
not  calculated  to  inflame  men's  minds,  it  is  -diffi- 
cult to  fay  what  is  their  tendency  :  Truth  is  not 
promoted  by  furious  zeal,  or  violence  of  any 
kind*. 

Thanks 


rium  has  been  neglefted,  and  the  memory  of  the  lefturer  has 
paiTed  away  like  the  bafelefs  fabrick  of  a  vifion.— £.6«  /  yaa». 
turn  mutalus  ah  illo. 

'Tis  furely  in  the  people  motl  unficial 
T'  abandon  him,  who  fought  all  focial  order. 
The  pride  of  hoahy   Ancesthv,  to  undo  ! 
Oh  cruel  tars  of  Yarmi.uth  ! — to  fpoil  the  work 
Of  bold  fediiion,  lab'ring  for  its  parpofe  1 
•  How  pertinent  to  this  fubjefl  are  the  remarks  of  the  cele- 
brated Gibbon,  written  from  Lufannc,  io  1789:— 

"The 
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Thanks  to  the  fuperintending  favour  of  Hea« 
ven,  the  people  of  England  have  honeft,  plain  un- 
derftandings ;  and  before  they  commit  themfelves 
in  any  wild  intemperate  plans  of  innovation,  they 
will  not  fail  to  think  on  the  enormities  and  mur- 
ders that  mud  be  hazarded  in  the  operation. 
They  find  the  Conftitution,  as  it  is,  healthy  and 
thriving — they  have  a  body  of  regular  phyficians 
to  fupport  and  guard  it ;  they  therefore  rejeft  all 
the  officious  applications  of  itinerant  quacks ;  they 

wifli 

"  The  fanatic  Miirionaries  of  Sedition  have  fcattcred  the 
feeds  of  difcontent  in  our  cities  and  villages,  whic'i  had  flou- 
rifhed  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  without  fearing  tha 
approach  of  war,  or  feeling  the  weight  of  Goverrmt-nt." 

"  Many  individuals  and  fome  comrruniiies  appear  to  be 
infefted  with  the  gallic  phrerzy,  the  wild  theories  ofboundlefs 
freedom. — But  I  trull  that  the  body  of  the  people  will  be  faith- 
ful to  the  goverr.jnent,  and  to  themfelves." 

"  Our  domeriic  harmony  is  fomewhat  embittered  by  the  in. 
fulion  of  party-rpirit — Our  ladies  and  Gentlemen  affume  the 
charafler  of  felf-taught  politicians ;  and  the  fober  diflates  of 
*Hi(dom  and  experience,  are  filenced  by  the  clamour  of  proud 
Deinoirates.  I,  for  my  parr,  am  fatisfied,  that  the  failure  or 
fuccefs  of  a  revolt,  would  equally  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the 
country." 

"  We  have  a  fet  of  wild  vifionarics,  who  gravely  debate 
and  dream  about  the  ellablifhment  of  a  pure  and  perfeft  de- 
mocracy of  five  and  twenty  milliors — they  talk  of  the  primi- 
tive rights  and  equality  of  mankind,  which  would  lead,  in  mo- 
dern reafoning,  to  an  equal  partition  of  lands  and  mnney. 

"  What  happy  countries  are  England  and  Switzerland,  if 
they  know  and  preferve  their  happinefs." 

N 
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wifli  each  and  every  one  of  the  empirical  tribe 
vould  attend  to  their  private  concerns, 

Ne  Jator  ultra  crepdaWy 
and  pay  due  regard  to  the  falutary  admonition  of 
St.  Peter,  "  obedience  to  God  and  llie  law  is  the 
juft  meafures  of  all  human  liberty." 

I  have  read  in  a  late  publication  from  Mr. 
Wraxall,  fentimenls  truly  worthy  a  Britifh  fubjeft, 
and  which  I  would  freely  quote  here,  but  that  I 
have  already  outgone  my  defigned  number  of 
pages.  But  I  will  ferioully  call  upon  Mr.  Fox  and 
his  "  fe^v  firm  affociates,"  to  rccolle£l  the  words  of 
our  glorious  Deliverer  King  William,  in  hislaft 
Addrefs  to  his  people,  which  deferve  to  be  written 
in  letters  of  gold. 

"  I  fhould  think  it — faid  the  Monarch — 3S  great 
a  bleffing  as  could  befal  the  country,  if  I  could 
obferve  you  as  much  inclined  to  lay  afide  thofe 
unhappy,  fatal  animofities,  which  divide  and  weaken 
you, — as  I  am  difpofed  to  make  all  my  fubjefts 
fafe  and  cafy  as  to  any  (even  the  higheft)  offences 
committed  againft  me— let  me  conjure  you  to  dif- 
appoint  the  hopes  of  your  enemies  by  your  una- 
nimity— Iiy  afide  your  parties — let  there  be  no 
divifion  among  people  of  the  fame  country.  We 
are  all  of  one  blood,  breathe  the  fame  air,  are 
lighted  by  the  fame  fun,  depend  on  the  fame 
Providence.     What   therefore,    God    hath    thus., 

joined 
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joined  together,  let  neither  folly  hor  malice,  men 
nor  devils  put  afunder." 

Thus  then, — While  difafFefled  men  are  alarm- 
ing weak  minds  by  vague  apprehcnfions  of  inca- 
pacity in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  I  have  felt 
it  my  duty,  as  a  faithful  fubjeft,  to  undeceive  the 
public,  by  fair  and  juft  flatements  of  our  civil  and 
military  operations.  The  continuance  of  our  con- 
quefts  in  the  Eaft,  as  in  the  Weft  Indies,  muft  ter- 
minate in  the  total  overthrow  of  French  and 
Dutch  power.  The  fuccefs  of  our  fleet  at  the 
Cape,  by  the  capture  of  an  important  fquadron  of 
Dutch  fhips  of  war,  mult  open  the  eyes  of  all,  who 
are  not  refolved  to  be  blind  to  the  prefent  Admi- 
niftration  ;  and  every  fucceflive  intelligence  from 
abroad  will  give  caufe  to  reverence  more  and 
more,  and  to  eftcem  that  firm  Phalanx  of  experi- 
ence and  abilities  which  conRitute  the  Cabinet, 
and  which  Providence  has  ordered  for  the  fecuri- 
ty  of  the  Empire,  the  permanency  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Sovereign.  As  for 
the  Premier,  his  merits  need  no  other  teftimony 
than  the  open  and  avowed  hatred  of  our  ericmies 
to  the  chara6ter  and  name  of  Pitt — of  Whom  thejr 
nefarious  fcribes  fpcak  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  ma- 
levolence and  fcurriHty,  a»  do  the  foes  of  virtue  and 
monarchy  in  this  kingdom. 

N  *  jWhile 
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While  on  the  fubjeft  of  East-India  acqui- 
fitions,  I  muft  remark,  that  no  man  who  is  at  all 
converfant  in  the  politics  of  that  country,  can  make 
any  doubt  that  all  our  broils  with  the  native  powers 
have  originated  in  the  intrigues  and  agency  of  the 
French.  By  reducing  their  power  in  that  quar- 
ter, we  finifh  what  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  fo 
happily  begun  :  we  put  an  additional  bit  and  bridle 
into  the  mouth  of  the  leftlefs  Tippoo  Saib,  and 
by  removing  a  dangerous  and  aclive  rival  and 
neighbour,  we  deprive  the  tyrant  of  the  means  of 
putting  in  execution  the  fchemes  he  may  have 
been  proje£ling  againft  our  interefts  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  He  is  an  enemy  of  hoftile  complexion 
and  irreconcileable  nature ;  and  howev-er  humbled 
by  the  glorious  campaigns  of  the  brave  Corn- 
wallis, is  ftill  a  formidable  power.  His  depref- 
fion,  with  the  overthrow  of  the  French  power,  of- 
fers permanent  fecurity  and  peace  to  our  territo- 
tories  and  trade.  Nor  is  it  an  extravagant  afler- 
tion,  that  the  pofleffion  of  Pondicherry,  with  the 
acquifition  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fo  bravely 
atchieved  under  the  gallant  General  Clarke,  mufl 
fecure  the  blefHngs  of  profperity  and  commerce 
to  the  remoteft  pofterity,  were  we  even  to  give  up 
many  of  our  other  numerous  cjnquefts  in  the 
Eaft. 

Thofc 
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Thofe  valuable  fettlements,  with  the  furround- 
ing  territory,  wouid  prove  of  the  higheft  national 
importance,  in  the  hands  of  a  Company  at  once 
entcrprifing  and  profperous,  whofe  good  faith  and 
honourable  dealings  have  fo  much  endeared  them 
in  the  confidence  and  afFeftions  of  the  native 
powers  ;  while  the  hauteur,  duplicity  and  exa£lions 
of  the  French  and  Dutch  are  execrated  and  ab- 
horred. 

At  the  prefent  moment,  in  a  fit  of  political  de« 
Jirium, 

SPAIN 

has  fent  her  fleets  to  join  thofe  of  France,  and 
perfidioufly  has  declared  war  againft  us.  Many 
men  afFefting  long,  defponding  looks,  are  taking 
more  than  common  pains  to  frighten  us  into  dif- 
content,  and  to  perplex  our  public  Counfels.  I 
vill  fuppofe  that  events  in  confequence,  may  be 
for  awhile  unfavourable.  I  will  fuppofe  fome  dil- 
appointment  and  lofs  of  trade  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean; but  1  will  ftrongly  maintain  that  our  fub- 
fequeut  glory  and  fuccefs  will  amply  compenfate 
for  any  temporary  discomfiture  in  that  quarter. 

I  will  not  rife  a  conjefture — what  the  confe- 
quenccs  may  be,  of  the  attempt  at  union  of  fire 
with  water — of  a  confederacy  of  defpotifm  and  In- 

qui- 
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quifitlon  with  Republicanifm  and  Atheifm.  I  will 
barely  obferve  that  the  unhappy  Louis  XVI.figncd 
his  own  death-warrant,  the  overthrow  of  his  fami 
ly,  the  ruin  of  a  flourifliing  kingdom,  on  the  day- 
in  which  he  figned  the  league  with  America  againft* 
this  country. 

The  feeds  of  liberty  were  introduced  and  fown 
by  the  auxiliary  Legions,  on  their  return  to  France 
— but  the  increafe  has  been  wild,  diforderly,  de- 
ftruHiveof  the  foil. 

The  French  are  known  to  be  unceafingly  dili- 
gent in  propagating  their  pernicious  doflrines. 
There  is  a  charm  in  words  ever  apt  to  inveigle  the 
unwary  and  debauch  the  affcflions.  An  evil  com- 
munication with  light  fantaflic  Republicans  may 
decoy  Spanifli  gravity  and  Spanifh  allegiance,  and 
render  that  people  enamoured  of  revolutionary 
liberty,  and  revolutionary  equality. — I  will  not 
vifli,  even  to  an  enemy,  lo  great  a  curfc  as  fuch  a 
change  would  inevitably  bring  with  it. 
Jei  caveat  emptor; 

X^fct  the  Prince  of  Peace  look  to  it. 

Spain  is  vulnerable  in  many  important  points— 
and  our  biave  tars  know  well  that  an  expedition 
agaiaft  her  rich  colonies,  offers  ample  harvell  of 
laurels  and  treafures.  Againft  this  additional  foe, 
our  able  Statefman  will  come  forward  with  frefli 
energy    and    vigour — the  manly  comprehenfive 

view 
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vie^v  he  ever  takes  of  the  true  interefts  of  the  Em- 
pire, will  point  out  to  him  where  the  enemy's 
weaknefs  lies ;  where  he  can  aft  with  effeft ; 
and  where  an  impreffion  can  eafieft  be  made  upon 
them :  where  he  can  hazard  leaft,  and  where  the 
enemy  may  fuffer  moft. 

Who  then  will  dare  attempt  to  fink  the  fpirit  of 
the  nation  by  malevolent  reflexions  of  defpon- 
dency  ?  A  new  enemy  will  roufc  the  lion  to 
new  exertions — the  Britifh  laurel  will  flourifh 
from  frefh  expeditions  and  fredi  fuccefles. — Our 
fleets  will  pour  their  thunders  to  the  fhores  of  the 
Phillippines, — to  the  coafts  of  Mexico, — to  the 
mines  of  Peru  ; — and  make  the  Dons  repent  their 
folly,  their  delufion,  their  temerity,  and  their 
perfidy. 

We  have  at  the  head  of  our  Admiralty  a  Noble 
Lord,  whofe  virtues  firike  malevolence  dumb. — 
His  Lordfhip's  enterprifing  vigour,  aided  by  the 
counfels  of  his  enlightened  and  zealous  coadju- 
tors in  office,  has  rendered  our  navy  moft  formi- 
dable ;  and  every  day  new  fhips  and  new  expedi- 
tions are  preparing  to  annoy  and  annihilate  the 
efforts  of  our  enemies. 

While  then  our  brave  fleets  and  armies  are 
going  forth  to  conqueft  and  territorial  acquifitions, 
let  us  at  home  look  with  refpeflful  confidence  to 
the  ilcgiflature,  to  the  Sovereign,  and  to  his  Mi- 

nifters ; 
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nifters : — let  us  fpurn  the  dangerous  intimacv  of 
turbulent  fpirits ;  embrace  the  folid  and  tranquil 
benefits  of  legal  government,  and  cling  to  the 
friends  of  the  Conflitution. 

We  arc  threatened  by  the  enemy  with  an 

INVASION, 

With  an  interruption  of  our  domeftic  tranquillity, 
of  our  internal  profperity. 

It  is  indeed  manifeft  that,  irritated  by  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  in  our  Councilsj  by  our  armaments 
along  their  coafls,  by  our  conquefts  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  combined  with  the  fuccefsful  operations  of 
our  illullrious  Ally  along  the  Rhine,  the  Dire£lory 
have  planned  the  projefl  of  an  Invasion — but 
(I  will  not  fay  from  any  encouragement  held  out 
by  internal  mal-contents}  however  ferious  the  ap- 
pearances to  diflurb  us  at  home,  by  the  mighty 
preparations  which  fuch  a  turbulent  enemy  threat- 
ens to  turn  againft  thefe  iflands, — we  may  fafely 
confide  in  the  vigilance  and  aQivity  of  Minifters 
to  provide  a  force  not  only  fufficient  to  repel  pre- 
datory aggreffion  or  incurfion,  but  alfo  to  turn 
their  vain-boaftings  upon  their  own  heads,  as  foon 
as  the  feafon  will  permit  aQive  operations  on  the 
enemy's  coafts.  Prudence  forbids  to  laugh  at 
thofe  threats  of  Invafion,  or  to  efteem  them  a  mere 

matter 
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matter  of  gafconade— Caution  bids  us  be  guarded 
againft  all  poffible  events  by  numerous  bodies  of 
troops  along  our  fhores. 

And  here  again  I  will  adi  tbe  political  niggard—^ 
Are  expences  to  be  regarded  for  the  fupport  of 
ftrong  fleets  and  armies,  when  fet  againft  the  evils, 
diiorders,  diflrefles,  which  an  hoftile  attack  upon 
our  coafts  muft  occafion,  even  fuppofing  it  to  be 
repelled  from  our  doors  ? 

But  alas,  who  can  calculate  the  utter  ruin  and 
ideftruflion  that  muft  enfue  were  fuch  a  meafure  to 
fucceed.  By  the  vigour  of  preparation,  all  their 
atrocious  defigns  to  difturb  our  peaceable  homes, 
with  all  the  long  train  of  ruin  to  trade  and  property- 
will  be  prevented.  Yes,  after  all  their  fecret  pre- 
parations, the  news  of  our  vigour  of  exertion,  our 
immenfe  immediate  refources,  and  increafing 
unanimity,  cannot  fail  to  render  their  plans  abor- 
ilive,  and  fecure  to  ourfelves  the  bleflings  of  do- 
meftic  tranquillity  and  family  comforts  ? 

Neverthelefs  Ihould  their  infolent  threats  ever 
come  to  be  realized,  we  muft  not  be  caft  down,  or 
link,  as  men  without  hope.  We  muft  arife  with 
greater  energy  in  our  country's  caufe,  and  go  forth 
with  fortitude.  And  foon  fhall  the  affliHiom  of  a 
ftafon  be  turned  into  joy  and  ghdnefs,  and  ckear/vf 
Isajls.  Let  us  hold  in  remembrance  that  as  "  in 
the  prpfperJty  and  peace  of  our  country  we  have 

O  coax- 
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comfort  and  peace,  fo  in  the  trouble  thereof  wc 
have  trouble,  and  muft  feel  it."  Thofe  are  un- 
worthy the  charaQer  of  Zicn's  fons,  who  think 
themfelves  not  concerned  in  Zion's  forrows. 

Let  us  then  exert  our  utmoft  refeurces,  and 
Jlrive  together  manfully;  To  we  fn all  feel  no  evil, 
but  fiir.ll  be  fo  fortified,  that,  "  if  the  enemy  were 
to  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Lord  will  be  with  us 
in  the  day  of  battle  :  His  fpirit  will  lift  up  a  ftan- 
dard  againft  them,  and  fmite  them  to  the  earth  ; 
He  will,  in  feafon,  fet  the  point  of  the  fword 
againft  all  their  gates,  that  their  hearts  may  faint, 
and  their  ruins  be  multiplied." 

Thus  then,  my  friend,  roufed  by  the  unmerited 
inveftives  of  party  writers,  ftimulated  by  the  love 
of  my  country,  I  could  not  refrain  from  offering 
to  your  confideration,  Obfervations  which  flow 
from  a  mind  unprejudiced  by  place,  unbianed  by 
conneflion.  If  they  are  worthy  of  perufal  at  this 
junfture,  I  fliall  have  my  reward.  I  have  not  the 
ear  of  men  in  power — nor  can  I  boaft  the  In- 
terview with  men  of  either  party.  I  have  fimply 
endeavoured  to  prove,  what  I  hope  appears  clearly 
demonftrated  in  the  foregoing  pages — 

The  caiife  you  have  to  fufpeci  tfje  'writers 

in  favour  of  French  Revolution^  the  Abettors 

cf  French  Principles,  and  oj  the  Writers  in 

favour  of  the  Revolution, 

Secondly 
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Secondly, 

TJoe  duty  incumbent  upon  yoUy  as  an  EngUJIj- 
man,  in  Chrljiiantty  and  Prudence,  not  to 
hazard  the  public  fecurity,  and  private  do- 
mejltc  profperity — either  by  a  dejire  of  Inno- 
vation ;;z  the  Government ,  or  by  a  change  of 
tloe  Adminijlration. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  direft  the  public  opinion 
to  the  principles  and  conduft  of  his  Majefty's 
Minifters :  and  I  leave  to  all  difcerning  and  im- 
partial judges,  whether  the  meafures  they  purfue 
can  with  juftice  be  fo  arraigned — and  whether 
thofe  who  deliberately  pervert  their  fair  fame  and 
intentions,  do  not  very  juftly  deferve  the  word 
name  that  can  be  put  upon  themfelves.  In  exe- 
cuting this  duty,  I  have  given  way  to  the  over- 
flowing of  an  heart  interelted  in  the  profperity  of 
the  Empire — in  the  glory  of  my  King,  whom 
God  long  preferve  the  Guardian  of  his  People's 
Rights  and  happy  Conftitution. 


FINIS. 


I 


